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Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 

merce, to Whom was referred a bill to provide for 

the improvement of the Ohio river, re ported it 
wk with an amendment. 


EAST TENNESSEE JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
indulgence of the Senate 


I wish to ask the 
to pass a bill which has 
sent to us from the House. It was intro- 
duced into the House yesterday, and was passed 
there at once, withot it obj jection, at the instance 
of a colleague of mine in that body. I happened 
to be inthe committee room of the Committee on 
Territories, listening to the reading of those able 
reports Which have been presented to-day, when 
the Senate met this morning, and as I understand 
that, before Ll came into the Chamber, the bill was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, | de- 
sire to have the vote referring it reconsidered, s 
that the bill may be pass sed atonce. Its title is, 
Ln act to define thi jurisdl ction of the district 
- circuit court of the United States for the dis- 
feast Tennessec.’’ It is a matter of terri- 
boundary between two districts, in regard 
to which there is now some contusion. 

The vote by which the bill was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary was reconsidered, 
and the Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill. It provide s that the 
jurisd:cuion of the courts of the United States for 
the eastern district of ' 
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} 
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Pennessee shall include the 
counties of Anderson, Bledsoe, Blount, Bradley, 
Campbell, Cartier, Claiborne, Cocke, Grainger, 
Greene, Hawkins, Hamilton, Hancock,Jefferson, 
Johnson, Knox, McMinn, Meigs, Marion, Mon- 
roe, Morgan, Polk, Rhea, Roane, Sevier, Scott, 
Sullivan, Washington, Union, and Cumberland, 
and any new county which may hereafter be 
formed out of the territory of one or more of the 
counties named. 

Mr. STUART. 
isting districts ? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It is merely a set- 
tlement of a district that has not been sufficie ntly 
defined. Some new counties have been laid off. 
and some alteration made in the boundaries of 
those counties, since the district was originally 
defined. 

Mr. STUART. I merely inquired because, if it 
changes the districts, there should be some pro- 
vision about process. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. No, sir; it merely 
defines the districts with greater ce ot uinty. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


Does this bill change any ex- 


COLONEL B. S. ROBERTS. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to make a motion 
to have printe ‘d an extra number of the report 
made by the C ommitt ee on Military Affairs, on 
the resolutions referred to that commitice in 
regard to Colonel B. S. Roberts. The number 
which I propose is five thousand additional copies. 
Of course, the motion will go to the Committee 
on Printing. The report brings up the question 
as to who first raised the American flag in the 
city of Mexife. It is a matter of very general 
interest to offic ers of the Army, and contains the 
statements of many who were in command inthe 
battles which were fought preceding the day on 








which the army entered the city of Mexico. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
Whether the reference of a motion to print extra 
numbers to the Committee on Printing is by op- 
eration of law, or in pursuance of our rules? If 
it is done in conformity with the requirements 
of law, we cannot dispe nse with it; but if it is 
done under a rule of this body, I was about to 
propose that it be dispensed with by unanimous 
consent, 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks that it 
is done under the law regulating the public print- 
ing, 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wepnespay, Warch 12, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Dante, Wai ; 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON IMPROVEMENT OF 


THE OHIO. 

The Speaker has appointed Messrs. Drxy, 
Stanton, Atien, Ritcure, Cox, Tavior, and 
Caruite the select committee to whie! 
ferred Mr. Dunw’s bill enabling the States of 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Indi- 
ana, and Illinois to in mprove the navigation of the 
river Ohio, and cranting lands to said States in aid 
thereof. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
order was the resolution reported by the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

RESOLUTION OF NEW YORK. 

Mr. VALK, by unanimous consent, presented 
a joint resolution of the Legislature of New York, 
asking that Congress make an appropriation for 
duly repairing the buildings of the Federal Gov- 
ernment upon the quarantine gvrounds at Staten 
Island, as, by reason of their dilapidated condi- 
tion, the expense of enforcing the quarantine 
laws is greatly enhanced; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


1 Was re- 


& 






LIEUTENANT RHIND. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Speaker, , wish to 
present the memorial of Lieutenant A. C. Rhind, 
late of the United States Navy, ee forth the 
action of a court-martial in which great injustice 
was done him, and stating further that, before a 
hearing of the appeal he entered in the case was 
had by “the er r authority, he was dropped from 
the service by the late naval board; in which also 
great injustice was done him. 

I have, Mr. Speaker, carefully read the me- 
morial and accompanying papers, and concur 
fully with the memorialist in the views he takes 
of the gross wrongs he will sustain unless some 
proper relief shall be afforded him. I move, sir, 
rs the me - and accompanying papers be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
hope, aftera ral and impartial investigation, they 
will report such remedy as a most meritorious, 
gallant, and chivalrous officer—such as I believe 
Lieutenant Rhind to be—is entitled to in the pre- 
mises. 

The motion was agreed to. 

NATIONAL FOUNDERY IN NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. BRANCH, offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affnirs be, 
and are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of establishing a national foundery on Deep river, um th 
State of North Carolina. 


PETITION PRESENTED. 

Mr. QUITMAN presented the memorial of the 
officers at West Point, stating that the present 
commutation price allowed for Army rations | 
far below its actual cost, and praying an enact- 
ment of law, so that it shall more nearly corre- 
spond with it; w vhich was referred to the Commit- 

tee on Milits ary Affairs. 

JACOB DODSON. 

On motion by Mr. QUITMAN, Senate bill for 
the relief of Jacob Dodson was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, and 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
EXTENSION OF FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. WALUBIDGE offered the following res- 
olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedieney of pr 
viding by law for reciprocally franking public documents 
through the post offices of this country and Canada, by 
heads of Departments and members of Congress on the 
part of this Government, and heads of Departinents and 





'! Canada. 


members of Parliament on the part of the Government of 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WOODWORTH, by unanimous consent, 
In pursuance of } revious notice, introduced a bill 
making an appropriauion for the construction of 
a harbor at the mouth of Calamut river, in the 
State of Hlinois; which was read a first and second 
tume, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
meree. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion by Mr. JONES 


it was « “dered that lea: Ly 


* Pennsylvania, 
or deri for the with- 
drawal from the files of the Hlouse of the petition 
and papers of Randall Peer. 

CHANGE OF A REFERENCE. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from New 
York {[Mr. Prinere| moved last evening that 
the vote by vhich the President’s message, in ref- 
ence to lane disturbances, was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affat reconsidered. I 
suegested that, as the Delegate from Oregon was 
then absent, the ¢ stion had better be postponed, 
He is now pres nt, and propose to call 


the matter 


| up for the dk cision of the Hous 


Mr. LANE. Ihave no objection to the recon- 
sideration and the reference of the President’s 
message to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
When the message was reported from the Clerk’s 
desk, | thought that it had reference to Indian 
affairs, and that its proper reference was to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. On examination 
of it, I find that it had betier go to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed, and the 
message was then referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

CHICAGO CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
in reply to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of the 4th of March ultimo, in reference 
to the ide ‘quacy of the Chicago custom-house and 
post office, &c.; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 

Mr. HAVEN, by unanimous consent, in pur- 
suance of previous notice, introduced bills of the 
following titles; which were seve rally read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce: 

A bill to place and keep St. Mary’s river, in 
the State of Michigan, in a navigable condition 
for vessels of war and commerce, and to facilitate 
the transmission of supplies to the Northwest; 

A bill to keep St. Clair river, in the State of 
Michigan, in a navigable condition for vessels of 
war and commerce, and to facilitate the trans- 
mission of supplies to the Northwest; and 

A bill to authorize and continue the construc- 
tion of a harbor at Buffalo, New York. 

Mr. WHITNEY, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to establish a uniform rule of 
naturalization, and to repeal all acts heretofore 
passed and now in force on that subject; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. THORINGTON presented certified record 

testimony in the Nebraska contested-election 
case; which was referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 
JUDICIAL EXPENSES~—DISTRICT OF COLUMe- 
BIA. 

Mr. GALLOWAY otiered the following reso- 

lution; which was read, considered, and agreed 


to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be re- 
quested to inquire into the judicial expenses of the District 
of Columbia, and to suggest such amendments to the laws 
regulating the same as may be deemed proper. 

| RESOLUTION OF MARYLAND. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, presented a joint 
resolution of the Asse mbly of M: ry! ind, in re fer- 
ence to certain moneys claimed to be due her 


i} in connection with the war of 1512; - which was 
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referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. ; 
Mr. MEACHAM, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to incorporate the Mutual Gas- 
Light Company of Washington and Georgetown; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 


OVERLAND MAIL TO CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. HERBERT, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced the 
following bill; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads: A bill to pro- 
vide for an overland mail from some point on the 
Mississippi river to San Francisco. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PECK, by unanimous consent, and in 
mirsuance of previous notice, introduced the fol- 

CS ine bills; which were severally read a first and 
second time, and referred as indicated below: 

A bill making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Saginaw river, in the State of Mich- 
ican; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce; 

A bill making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at Marquette, on Lake Supe- 
rior, in the State of Michigan; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce; 

\ bill making an appropriation for the improve- 
mentof the harbor at the mouth of the Ontonagon 
river, in the State of Michigan; which was re- 
ferred to the Conunittee on Commerce; and 

A bill making an appropriation of public land 
in aid of the construction of the Cincinnati and 
Mackinaw railroad; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, 


SENATE BILL REFERRED. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take from the table Senate 
bill No. 80, and have it referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

No objection being made, Senate bill (No. 80) 
entitled an act amendatory of an actentitled “An 
act to regulate the fees and costs to be allowed 
clerks, marshals, and attorneys of the cireuit and 
district courts of the United States, and for other 
purposes,’’ was taken from the Speaker's table, 
lie a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENGRAVING. 


Mr. KELSEY, from the Committee on En- 
graving, submitted the following report: 
The Committee on Engraving respectfully report, that 
their attention has been ealled by the Superintendent of 
Public Printing to the fact that there are several maps of 
the public lands and charts of projected river and harbor 
improvements, annexed to the documents accompanying 
the President’s message, which the House has not ordered 
to be published. The committee believe that it has been 
the invariable practice of the House to publish the maps 
and charts that are referred to therein, and form a part of 
the documents accompanying the President’s message. 

They thereiore submit the tollowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the maps, charts, and drawings annexed 
to the documents accompanying the President’s message 
be engraved or lithographed, and the usual number of copies 
printed under the direction of the Comunittee on Engrav- 
ing. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I should be glad 
to hear the gentleman who made that report ex- 
plain the reason for the proposition which he has 
submitted. I should like to know what the ex- 
pense will be, as we are told that this engraving 
is made a ** good thing ’’ of. Unless IT can be 
satisfied on that point, | shall object to the report. 

Mr. HAVEN. Ido not know what the amount 
of this engraving would be, Perhaps, that is a 
matter of little consequence. I could not hear, 
from the reading by the Clerk, the first part of 
the report. I am not sure that it made some 
statement in regard to what has been the usual | 
practice of the House in such cases. I believe, 
sir, since | have known anything about the busi- 
ness of the House, the House has never had any | 
engraving of maps and charts connected with the 
President’s message. The Senate has usually 
had them, and I hope the House will not now 
gc up an innovation upon the usual practice. I 

hope we shall only publish the number of the 
document we have already ordered, without the 
engravings of the accompanying maps and charts. 

Mr. RELSEY. 

; . ; 
mittee on Engraving has been repeatedly called 


The attention of the Com- | 
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this House in relation to this question; but yw, 


have been informed that it has been usual te 
publish such engravings and charts in connection 
with the reports. If it be not so, sir—if it he aa 
desired by the House—the committee does hot 
desire it; but we simply wish the sense of the 
House on this question. If there be a majority of 
gentlemen here opposed to this thing, why th» 

committee—TI believe I ean speak for all its mem- 
bers—I_ know I can say so for myself—do no 
desire any new rule to be adopted in relation " 
the publishing of charts, maps, and engravings 
in connection with the President’s message an 
accompanying documents. I say this in order to 
disabuse the minds of gentlemen who may think 
that the committee desire to take any new course 
in reference to this matter. ’ 

Mr. WHEELER. I object to the introduction 
of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. That objection is late; at lj 
events, the resolution is a privileged matter, 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I want to ask the 
gentleman from Tennessee who has just taken his 
seat, or any of the gentlemen on the Committes 
on Engraving, whether they know if the Senate, 
in ordering the publication of the President's 
/message, has made provision for the engraving 

of these maps? F 

Mr. WRIGHT. Ido not know what action 
the Senate has taken on the subject. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Because I believe the 
law is, that, if one House make provision for 
| engraving, the other has only to direct the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing to publish enough 
| for the use of both Houses. It seems to me that 
the Senate have long since ordered the President's 
message to be printed and published, and that, 
before we take any action at all on the subject, 
| it would be well for the Committee on Engraving 
to ascertain what action the Senate has taken, © 


Mr. HAVEN. 1 do not desire, Mr. Speaker, 


to this subject, both by the Superintendent of the 
Public Printing and various members of. this 
House. We have been informed that it has been 
the invariable custom of this House to publish 
these maps and the charts of projected improve- 
ments, ta submitting this report, and calling the 
attention of the House to it, the committee only 
desire to relieve themselves from responsibility in 
reference to the matter. The maps are maps of 
the public lands surveyed within the last year, 
and about to be broughtinto market. The charts 
are charts of projected improvements of rivers 

and harbors. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the gentleman 
what good end is to be attained by the House in 
having the maps of recently surveyed lands en- 
graved? Maps of all the surveys are kept in the 
General Land Ojfice, and copies are sent to the | 
local land offices where the lands are situated. 
Now, what possible cood is to be accomplished by 
inserting these maps in the document containing 
the President’s message, I cannot see. By send- | 
ing copies of these maps to the local officers, the | 
people are kept supplied with all the information , 
they desire. 

Mr. KELSEY. Isuppose the object is to place 
within the reach of those who desire to purchase 

mublic lands the maps of them, without compel- 
ing them to resort to the Jand office for the in- | 
formation contained in them. The committee, 
,as [ remarked before, only desire to carry out | 
what they have been informed has been the in- || 
variable practice of the House. We may be 
wrong in that. I understood the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Haven] to correct that state- 
ment in our report. Lam informed by a gentle- 
man upon my right, that these maps were en- | 
graved and published last year. I merely desire | 
to call the attention of the Flouse to the subject 
now, so that by and by the committee will not 
be charged with neglecting their duty in the 
| premises, |, to continue this-diseussion. I only want to make 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Tunderstand, then, || this remark: I understand from the chairman of 
that the proposition is this, and nothing more: || the committee that this resolution is intended to 
to publish, with the President’s message, maps || provide for the publication of the maps and sur- 
of public lands offered for sale; or, in other words, || veys of the public lands, and also of the maps 
maps accompanying the report of the Commis- | of certain projected public improvements of rivers 
sioner of the Public Lands. Well, the first effect |) and harbors, which improvements, | understand, 
of the adoption of this proposition will be todelay || are new things. But what necessity for the pub- 
the publication of the President’s message and |! lication of the maps, supposing they were new 
accompanying documents, and thus greatly pro- || things? It is not necessary for any illustration 
crastinate the circulation of that document. The || of the President’s message, or of the documents 
next effect will be to incur a very great expense |! which accompany it; not at all. 

Now, one word in relation tothe Senate. [have 
said before, that I believed the Senate was in the 
habit of ordering engravings of some of the draw- 
ings and maps which accompany the President's 
message and documents. I recollect three or four 
years ago the Senate did order an engraving of a 
small map which showed the military posts of 
the United States in New Mexico and Texas, 


| country. [suppose that the maps, if published, 
will not exhibit the condition of the public lands | 
an hour; and, therefore, they will furnish no | 
guide whatever to the purchasers of public lands. | 
Necessarily, there isan eternal change going on in | 
the condition of these public lands; and so we can 
get no correct information whatever in the world || 
from the maps. It is obvious, therefore, that this || which was a very convenient thing, conveying a 
is a mere job—a mere job; to use the current || good deal of information. I believe that is the 
phrase of the day, and of this House, **a good || only instance of such engravings being published 
thing can be made of it.’’ || with the President’s message or documents since 
3ut, sir, that is not all. These very maps will |) I have been in Congress. But what is proposed 
actually, if printed, uselessly incumber this doc- || to be done here? Why, if this engraving is to be 
ument. ‘They will actually be in the way. They | executed, it must be for the purpose of having it 
bound up with the two or ares volumes of the 
President’s message and accompanying docu- 
ments. Why, sir, the surveys of the public !ands 
would make a volume themselves; and if they 
were all engraved and all printed they would be 
kicked about in the public offices and in the super- 
intendent’s room; and, if bound up, they will be 
bound up at an expenditure of fifty to seventy- 
five cents a volume; for you cannot bind maps 
at the same expense as you ean documents. No- 
body will ever think of referring to them when 
reading the message and accompanying docu- 
ments. If anybody wishes to refer to them, It 
must be somebody who wants to buy public lands; 
_and even to him they will convey no information. 
_ He must go to the land offices and find out what 
lands on the map have been entered, and on what 
lands he may locate. 

I think this is an unusual proposition. I think 
it is not calculated to convey to the country any 
/ useful information or knowledge. I think it 
of Public Printing, I believe, and by other gentle- | would do no good to anybody but to the parties 
| men, that it was necessary for us to take some | who get the job of engraving. But I understand 
action in reference to this matter. We do not || the committee to have very roperly placed them- 
| desire—as the honorable gentleman from Virginia || selves before the House. f think it is right they 


I do not understand them to press 


inutility. ‘There is no value to the public in con- | 
nection with thismovement. Ithas a value only 
in reference to the undertaker. I say then, sir, 
that in these views alone there is sufficient objec- 
tion against the adoption of the resolution. 
ut that ismotall. Lunderstand from the gen- | 
| tleman from New York (Mr. Haven] that this 
thing is an innovation—that itis an attempted in- | 
novation, seeking to ingraft on the action of this 
House a policy which is new, and a policy which 
/ ought not to be introduced. I hope, therefore, | 
that the House will vote down the resolution, and 
if necessary I shall certainly call the yeas and 
nays on the question, 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. Asa member 
of the committee which has reported the resolu- 
tion, I deem it my duty, Mr. Speaker, to myself 
and to the committee, to say something in refer- | 
ence to the report that has been submitted. The | 
| committee was informed by the Superintendent 


| [Mr. Smitn] has said—to change the policy of 1 should do so. 
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pe s engraving. They simply say th: at they have 
been told by the superintende ‘nt that they must act 
upon the question. He is right there, because 
he cannot have the documents printed until there 

has been some action of the House, and of the 
Committee on Engraving. They say they want 
to Jeave the matter to the determination of the 
House, $0 as to shield themselves from all blame 
pereatter. [hope the House will approve of their 
conclusion in that re gard, and shield them from 
blame hereafte rs by laying the proposition on the 
table, and putting the matter at rest now. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I will add another view to 
that which has been so well prese nted by my 
criend from New York. It is this: the object of 

ngraving maps and charts which ace ompany the 
Pre sident’s message is, that we may have before 
us some thing which will furnish useful informa- 
tion, not only to-day, butin timetocome. Now, 
the p yroposition Is to engrave a map of all the » pub- 
lic lands which have been surveyed within a given 
time; or, rather, since the last annual message of 
the President of the United States. I donot know 
how much of the public lands have been surveyed; 

but I take itfor granted that large tracts of country 
have been surveyed; and if we now engrave ama 
of them they will, as was well remarked, 
stitute a volume in themselves. And of what 
use will they be? Why, probably within a year 
or two at the outside, most of these lands will be 
taken up. They will have been entered. T hey 
will first be proclaimed for sale, then they will be 
open to private entry, and in a short time may 
be entered, and will pass from their condition as 
mublic lands. These maps will then be of not the 
east public utility. 

All will admit that the on ly use that can be 
made of these maps will be to enable men who 
may desire to make entries of lands to make ex- 
aminations by means of the maps of the lands 
for sale and subject to entry. Well, sir, that 
would seldom be done. Persons, especially those 
living in the new States, who desire to purchase 
lands, do not generally resort to that course. 

In the first place the lands are surve yed under 
the direction of the General Land Office. Then, 
as they are surveyed, the President of the United 
States, in his discretion, issues his proclama- 
ton, bringing them into market. 
put up at public sale, and if the minimum pric e 
is Offered they are bid off, and become private 
property. Such as have not been disposed of 
are then subject to private entry at a dollar and 
a quarter per acre. Well, sir, there will not be 
more than one person in a hundred who, if 
he desires to enter lands, would not go to the 
land office and examine for himself. In some 
instances it is done by another party; but in al- 
most every instance a pe rson wishing to make 
entries, especially if it is in the section of coun- 
try in which he is, will go and examine the 
land for himself, and know what it is that he is 
purchasing before he will make his e ntry. ‘That 
is the course pursue ‘d, I venture to say, in ninety- 
nine cases out of every one hundred. They then 
go to the land office, where there is a map, show- 
ing precisely what lands are open for entry in 
the various townships in which they may desire 
to locate. They make their entries, and the en- 
tries are marked upon the books of the land office, 

so that there is nothing saved to the party enter- 
ing the land. There is nothing gaine d—it answers 
no useful purpose—it will furnish no matter of 
history for the information of the pe -ople. And 
why? Becarfse that departme nt of the Govern- 
ment which has charge of the great subject of the 
public lands keep their own maps, and maps that 
are much more useful, if not more authentic, than 
these will be. Therefore I cannot see what good 
purpose will be subserved by engraving these 
maps. The Government, as | have already ob- 
served, keeps its own maps. 

Sir, while I approve the course the Committee 
on Engraving have taken in bringing this matter 
before the House for its action, in my opinion 
the House had better not have the engraving 
done. I do not know what has been the history 
of the previous action of the House in reference 
to this matter; 1 do not remember ever to have had 
my attention called to any proposition of this 
kind here stofore; but, whatever may have been the 
action of the House in former years, I think these 
engravings will advance no public interest, and 
will advance no private interest, unless it may be, 
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contract for doing the 


| upon the 
| Spe cific. 


| does 


| ing, provided the cost shall not exceed $900. 
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as has been suggested, of the person who gets the 

work. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I desire to ask 

the gentleman from Alabama one question, if he 


will allow me. I want to know whether it has 


not been in accordance with the practice of the 
House to publish any Maps accompanying the 
President’s message and accompanying docu- 
ments? i. oe 

Mr. HOUSTON. I said that I did not re- 
member what had been the usage of the House 
upon that subject. If this resolution does not 
interfere with the practice of r the House, L think 


the practice is wrong, and that we should arrest 
it now. 

Let me present one other vi w 
If it be useful for us to have these 
it is useful, in connection 
and before we determine to have the engraving 
done, we should certainly wait until the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands have had an o pportunity to 
report to us upon the subject of the of the 
work. That committee hav: al charee of the 
public lands, and are supposed to have b 
tormation in relation to them. Let fhem, there- 
fore, first examine the They ean then 
report to the House; and if it shall be found that 
it is desirable to have this engraving done I cer- 
tainly shall not object. 

Mr. KELSEY Ghtained the 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Ifthe eentleman from 

New York will allow me, before he makes his 
remarks upon this sub pje et, | the to 
bear in mind that they y do not know what is the 
character of these i, Sh nor what will be the 
expense of publication at all. The resolution 
itself a general one, and not in conformity with 
those which have preceded it. By refi rence to 
the resolutions which have heretofore been passed 
subject, it will be seen that they are all 
I find that one of them orders the poe 
lication of the n laps and engravings accompany 
ing the President’s message, provided the cost 
not exceed $18,000. There another, 
passed subsequently, authorizing similar engrav- 
Sut 
this resolution requires these maps to be published, 
without any reference to their cost. I therefore 
move to recommit this resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Engraving, with instructions to inquire | 
what are the maps that it is proposed to publish, 
and what will be the cost of publishing the same. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution | 
accordingly recommitted with instructions. 

PAPERS FROM THE COURT 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to offer a res- 
olution, to which J ask the attention of the gen- 
tleman from New York, |Mr. Haven. ] 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the clerk of the Court of Claims place | 


upon the files of the House the papers in the case of Mark 
and Richard Bean. 


Mr. ALLISON. I object, and call for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I appeal to the gentle- 
man to withdraw his objection. 
_ Mr. ALLISON. Very well; 
it. 

The resolution was accordingly received, and 
taken up for consideration. : 

Mr.GREENWOOD. Idesire to make a short 
ex genes to the House. | 

. DAVIDSON. T he re is no objection; why 
not : tit go without explanation ? 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Very well; 


The resolution was adopted. 


LOUISVILLE 
Mr. DAY, 


in a few words. 
maps envraved, 
with the public lands; 


utility 


espect 


tter 


matter. 


floor. 


beg House 


IS 


is 


OF CLAIMS. 


{ will withdraw 


let it go. 


AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


by unanimous consent, introduced 


| the following resolution; which was read, con- 


| of the Louisville and Portiand canal; its capacity for 
| ing the ¢ 
; tions as he may 


sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to furnish to this House all the intormation in his posses- 
sion in relation to the construction and present ownership 
pra s 
> western rivers; and such sugges 
deem necessary to give this House a full 


-ommerce of th« 


| understanding as to the improvements required atthe Falls 


| 


of the Ohio for the growing commerce of the West. 

Mr. SHORTER asked leave to introduce 
series of resolutions in relation to the 
setts personal liberty bill. 


Mr. ALLISON objected. 
Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi, by unani- 


a 
Massachu- 


mous consent, introduced bill to prevent the 
removal of certain land offices in the State of 
Mississippi; which was read a first and cond 
time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

KANSAS ELECTION. 

he House then proceeded to the rerular order 
of business, being the consideration of fol- 
lowing resolution, reported from the Committee 
of Elections: 

Resolred, That the Committee of Elections, in the con- 
tested-election case from the Ts Kansas, be, and 
are hereby, empowered to send for perso id papers, and 
to examine Withesses upon oath or aflirmation 

Messrs. TRAFTON, DAVIS of Maryland, 
and WAKEMAN, successively addressed the 
House. Their speeches are withheld for revision, 
and will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. PURVIANCE then obtained the floor. 

Mr. EDIE. Ifthe gentleman will yield, I will 
move it the House do now adiourn. 

Mr. PURVIANCE., I yield for that purpose. 
ELECTION LAWS—DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. MEACHAM. Before the motion to id- 
journ is acted on, | desire to report a bill from 
the Committee for the Distriet of Columbia. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. MEACHAM reported back from the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, a bill 
to define the riehts of voters, and the duties of 
commissioners of election im the city of Wash- 
ington, and for other purposes, and moved that 
it be referred to the Committee ot W hole on 
the state of the Union, and printed 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. That, sir, is a 
very important bill, and ht to b d upon 
at an early day. | propose to the gentleman 
from Vermont, who reported the bill, that it be 
postponed until next ‘Tuesday, and be printed. 

There is nothing in it which requir that it 
should be sent toa committee. Pos ore it until 
next Tuesday, and then, if it is thought best, it 
can be referred, 

Mr. SAGE. I think the bill had better take 
the usual course. If itis not allowed to do so, 
i shall object to its being reported. 

Mr. JONES. ‘The gentleman cannot do that, 


as it has already been reported by 
consent and ré ad. ] move 
of the bill be postponed until ‘Tu 
that it be printed. 


unanimous 

ideration 
? ’ 

sday next, and 


that the con 


Mr. MEACHAM. Laccept the gentleman’s 
motion as a modification of mine. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And then,on motion by Mr. EDIE, (at three 
o’clock and thirty-five minutes.) the House ad- 


Sal nel 


journed until to-morrow at twelve clk, m. 


IN SENA 
Tuvrspay, March 13, 1856. 

Prayer by Rev. Danser. Waxpo, Chaplain to 

the House of Representative 
The Journal of yest rday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. WADE presente d the memorial of John 
Shorb, administrator of John Shorb, deceased, 
pray ring forindemnity for I’rench spoliations prior 
to 1800; which was referred to the Committee on 


Commerce. 


Mr. hE SSENDEN presented the memorial of 
George M. Weston, commissioner of the State 
of Maine, praying for the settiement of the claims 
of that State against the United States, arising 
under the fourth article of the treaty of Washing- 


ton, of Aucust 9, 1842; which was referred to the 


Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of John Me in behalf of 
the heirs of Charles Chapin, praying that they 
may be allowed a pension for his services as an 
officer in the revolutionary army; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pension 

Mr. HUNTER presented resoluvions of the 
Legislature of Virginia, requesting the Senators 
and Representatives of that State in Congress to 
endeavor to effect the passage of a law which 
shall provide an opportunity to those officers of 
the Navy who have been aggrieved by the action 
of the late naval board to vindicate t emseives, 
and which shall subject the whale Navy to a 


ee. 8 ¥ re form; which were ret d, and orderet d to 
2 printed, 
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Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 


of New York, praying for an amendment of the 
by ; nd law of March 3, 1855; which was 
rr 1 to the Comittee on Public Lands. 

iso, 1 ijutions of the Legislature of New 
York, in favor of the settlement of the claims of 
the officers of the revolutionary army and their 
representatives to half pay, and an amendment of 
the p ion and bounty land laws; which wer 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Cla is, | nd ordered to be printed. 


Vir. HAMLIN: present d the petition of Jo- 
seph Webb, praying for an increase of pension; 
which was refi rr d to the Committee on Pen- 
Bions. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 


T present a memorial numer- 


ously rile ] DY citive nS of M tine, & king it ra 
mod ion of the b minty land law of March 3, 
1855; aud Task that it may be referred to thi 
Committe on Public Lands. 

Mr. FOOT. The Senator from Maine wil! 


aliow mm St, that inasmuch as the Coim- 
mittee on Pable Lands have already reported on 
that whole subject, and the que: tion is now be- 
fore the Senate, the memorials in reference to 
that matter should he on the table. 

Mr. FEAMLIN. I knew that the committe 
had reported a bill, but I did not know whether 
they had cons idered ali brane hes of the subj Ch. 
That being the case, however, | move that the 
memorial he on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have received another me- 
morial on the same subject, asking for such an 
amendment of the present law as will allow par »| 
to be taken in certain cases The bill 
reported by the committee covers this case, The 

also ask for a grant of land to all 
erved for a shorter pertod of time than that 
I move that it le upon 


to sucet 


evident 


memori lists 
Who 
already fixed by law. 
Lie t afole ° : 

‘The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. IVERSON presented a memorial of in- 
spectors of the customs for the district and port 
of Savannah, Georgia, praying for an increase of 
compensation; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. BIGLER presented the petition of Frances 
C. Elliott, widow of Commodore Jesse D. Elliott, 
prayiag for the rermbursement of the expenses 
of her late husband, incurred while in command 
of the Mediterranean squadron in the year 1835; 
which was referred, with the paperson file, to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of Lowa, presented the petition 
of Nancy M. Gunsally, late the widow of Ly- 
man MM. Richmond, who died of disease con- 
tracted in service in the late war with Mexico, 
praying to be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, three petitions of citizens of Lowa, praying 
for th tablishment of a mail route from Cedar 
Rapids to ‘Toledo, in that State; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
ost Roads. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Lowa, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route from Cedar 
Rapids to Lafayette, in that State; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Vir. JONES, of Iowa. 


Hecvluicrs 


} 
s 


I present a petition of 
upon and near the agency or Old Mission 
Reserve, at Fort Atkinson, in Winneshick county, 
lowa, praying for the right of preémption to the 

‘utled by them. As the subject has been 
reported on by the Commitice on Public Lands, 
L rmove that the petiuon be ordered to he upon the 
table, 

‘The motion was agreed to, 

Mr.. BRODHEAD presented the petition of 
Johan S. Vandyke, praying to be allowed back 
pay, pension, and bounty lund as an officer in the 

y service of the United States; which was 
erred to the Committee on Military Aifairs. 

. CASS presented the petition of Elizabeth 
Smoot, one of the heirs of Robert Speiden, a sol- 
dier in (he war of 1812, who died of disease con- 
tracted in the service, praying to be allowed a 
pension and bounty land; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of Wil- 
liam De Bays, praying for the resmbursement of 


} 
lands s 


maka 





the amount of a certun Treasury warrant paid | 


by him on a forged indorsement, while treasurer 
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of the branch mint at New Orleans; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Claims. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a pe- 


ution of citizens of Knox county, Indiana, pray- 
ig that the land office at Vincennes may be con- 
tinued, and the time expended for ascertaining 
uid adjusting land titles in the States of Indiana 
and Illinois, formerly included within that dis- 
trict; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 
NAVAL RETIRING BOARD, 
Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of L. 
C. Sartori, a lieutenant in the Navy, who has 
i placed upon the reserved list, praying to be 
restored to his former position in the service; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. PRATT. Ipresent the memorial of Com- 


moaor 


juence of which he has been placed on the re- 
rved list. 


enough to furnish me witha number of copies of 


tt 


| porusal. [move that the memorial be ordered 
to lle on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the 


Navy, who has been placed upon the re- 
served list, praying to be restored to his former 
position in the service; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I hold in my | 


hand a memorial from the Legislature of the State 
of ‘i’exas, which I intended to present to-day; but 


owing to the fact that the Senator from Missis- | 


sippt [Mr. Brown] has an unfinished speech 
which he intends to deliver to-day, I will post- 
pone the presentation of this memorial until ‘Tues- 


day, when Lwillask leave of the Senate to present | 


it, and to accompany it with some explanatory 


not be fixed for any special order. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the legal representatives of 


Geor Mayo, deceased, on the files of the Senate, be re- | 
Comunittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. |) 


On motion by Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, it was |! 


fer ito th 


Orth 


her memorial and papers. 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of John B. and Thomas John- 


son, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
on Ciauns. 


On motion by Mr. LVERSON, it was 


Ordered, Thatthe petition of N. B. Hill, administrator of 
Gilbort Stalker, on the files of the Senate, be referred to | 


the Court of Ciaims. 


Oa motion by Mr. BROWN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of the owner of | 


the «et 
wile St 


amer Fanny be withdrawn trom the files of the Sen- 


| ate, and reierred to the Committee on Commerce, 


ATCHAFALAYA RIVER. 


Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following reso- | 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 


sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate any information in his posses- 
sion int 
fuaya river, in the State of Louisiana; and alsoto inform 
tue Senate whether, in his opinion, it would be expedient 
(0 make an appropriation or a survey of the same, 


RED RIVER. 


Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following reso- | 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed to: 


iLesoleed, That the Secretary of War be requested to 


communicate to the Senate any information in his posses- 

ion ia relation to the improvement of the talls of Red river 
atornear Alexandria ; aad also to inform the Senate whether 
opiuion it would be expedient to make an appropria- 
tion for a survey of the same. 


COLTON’S ATLAS OF THE WORLD. 


Mr. FOOT. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Contingent Fund 
of the Senate be direeted to inquire into the expediency of 
purcliasing for the use of the Senate 
ton’s Atias of the World. 


bik dil 





i will merely state, on the occasion of present- | 


ing the resolution, that it 8 not my purpose that 


| dated with them from time to time. 


Philip F. Voorhees, complaining of the | 
tion of the late naval board in his case, in con- 


The commodore has been provident | 


iorial, which I intend to have laid on the || 
table of Senators; and Linvoke for the paperacare- || 


ed, That Serepta Cleveland have leave to withdraw | 





March 13, 
the Senate should purchase any quantity of this 
work for distribution to Senators, so that the 
may retain them as their own property; but inag. 
much as it is the latest and most complete atlas of 
both hemispheres, and one to which all Senators 
more or less, have occasion for frequent reference. 
the object of the resolution is simply to consider 
the propriety of purchasing a limited number of 
copies of the work, to be kept in the Secretary’, 
office, in order that Senators may be accommo. 
“i Lory ae It is not 
subject to the pene of being a resolution pur- 
porting or intending to purchase this work as the 
property of Senators, and to be delivered to them, 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT. With what number does 
the Senator propose to fill the blank? 

Mr. Foor. { propose that the committee shal] 
fill the blank on reporting the resolution, It js 
simply a resolution of inquiry. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on the Dis. 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Silas H. Hill, William B. Todd, Samuel 
| Bacon, and other citizens of the District of Co. 


| lumbia, reported a bill to incorporate an insurance 
petition of Van Rensselaer Morgan, a lieutenant | 
1 


company in the city of Washington; which was 

read a first time, and ordered to a second reading, 
| He submitted a report on the subject; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom were referred a petition of the ir. 
habitants of the collection district of Teche, Lou- 
islana, pays for the removal of the custom- 
house, in that distriet, from Franklin to Berwick 
City; and the petition of citizens of Louisiana 
against the removal of the custom-house from 


|| Franklin to Berwick City, submitted an adverse 


report; which was concurred in. 
Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom were referred the petition of 


| Mary be ring . 
remarks. I give this notice, so that that day may | Mary Haubbert, praying to be allowed bounty 


land for her father’s services; the petition of Jonas 

P. Levy, praying for bounty land for services in 

Mexico; and a petition of citizens of Brooklyn, 

| New York, praying that the publiclands may be 

| divided into farms and granted to actual settlers, 
submitted adverse reports; which were concurred 
in. 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Joshua Shaw, of Bordentown, New Jersey, 

| praying for an allowance of a balance of an appro- 
priation to compensate him for a percussion cap 
/invented by him, reported a bill for his relief; 
| which was read a first time, and ordered to a see- 
ond reading. He submitted a report on the sub- 
| jeet; which was ordered to be printed. 
He, also, from the same committee, to whom 
|, was referred a resolution of the Legislature of 
California in relation to a military road from Sac- 
ramento Valley to Crescent City, submitted an 
adverse report; which was ordered to lie upon 
the table. 
Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on the Post 
|| Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
petition of John H. Scranton and James M. Hunt, 





lation to the improvement of the bar in the Atcha- | 


copies of Col- | 


praying for compensation for carrying the mail 

on Puget’s Sound, reported a bill for their relief; 

‘which was read a first time, and ordered to a 

second reading. Tle submitted a report on the 

subject; which was ordered to be printed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WADE, by unanimous consent, previous 
notice not having been given, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill to amend an act entitled 
‘**Anactmore effectually to provide for the punish- 
| ment of certain crimes against the United States, 

and for other purpeses;’’ which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. J ask the unanimous con- 
| sent of the Senate to introduce three bills, of 
| which I have not given notice. [ wish to intro- 
| duce them now, because the Committee on Com- 

merce have given notice that they will call up 
_ bills ef this character on Monday, and I should 
| like to have these bills introduced and referred to 
|| that committee. 
| There being no objection, leave was granted to 
| introduce the following bills; which were read 
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wwice by their titles, and referred to the Commit- 
‘¢ on Commerce: 

\ bill for continuing the improvement of the 
1 ow rivers f 7 : 

A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
herbor at Chicago, Illinois; and 

bi) for continuing the improvement of the 
hormt Waukegan, Illinois. 


a GEY ER 


; by unanimous consent, previous 


notice not having been given, asked and obtained 
ave to introduce a bill to provide for three 
months’ extra pay to the third regiment of Mis- 


ers; which was reed twice by its 
. ‘ . +)? 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 


sour yolunt 


Mr. CLAY, by unanimous consent, pre vious 
notice not hav ing been given, asked and obtained 
'eave t eres Sor nee nd the act approved 
he 30th of August, 1852, entitled ** An act to 

ar an act entitled, * An act to pro »vide for the 
bett ecurity of the live s of passengers on bi ard 
of vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam,’ 


re ‘ad twice 
Committee on 


\ 
and for other which was 
by its title, and referred to the 


Commerce. 


purposes;”’ 


KANSAS AFFAIRS—PRINTING. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I desire to bring 


to the notte 


of the Senate the resolution which was referred 
yesterday to the Committee on Printing. It is 
made the duty of that committee to report so soon 


1 1 
hall have reached a conclusion upon any 


rred to them by the Senate. A reso- 


lution to provide for | ; 
| 


rinting sixty-two thousand 
additional of the majority report of the 
Committee on Territories was referred to the 
ittee on Printing yesterday. ‘There are but 
two members of that committee now present In 
the city; and we disagree upon the subject. The 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Fressenpen,] my col- 
on the committee, does not think it Is ne 

sessary to print this number, if any at all. On 
he contrary, for my own part, I think sixty-two 
thousand copies ought to be printed. We are 


cop! ‘Ss 





le agcue 


unable to agree; we have no umpire to decide be- | 


tween us but the Senate. Inaccordance withthe 
law, we report back the resolution, and leave the 
Senate to determine for itself whether it will print 
sixty-two thousand copies or not. 

Mr. WELLER. i Suppose the question is 
now on printing the number ae nosed ¢ 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The question will be on 
the motion af the Gonchse {eben ‘O! io, [Mr. Puan, ]} 
to print sixty-two thousand « copie s of the report 
of the Committee on Territorics. 

BRODHEAD. 1 would inquire 

fiiend from Arkansas, whether the 
print covered both the majority 
Oo sr 

Mr. JOHNSON. The 


covered but one. I 


of my 
motion to 
and minority re- 
resolution, I believe, 
will ask that it be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

y > 
Ordered 


That the motlon to print sixty-two thousand ad- 





tional copies of the report of the Committee on Territories, 
to whom was referred so much of the annual message ot 
the President of the United States as relates to territorial 
affairs, together with his special message of January 24, 





1856, in rega’d to Kansas Territory, and lis message of the 
18th of February, 1856, in compliance with a resolution otf 
the Senate, of February 4, 1856, requesting the transeripts 
of certain papers relative to the affairs of the ‘Territory of 
Kansas, be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I understand from the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. Puen,] who offered the 
resolution, tlfat there isa mistake in its language. 
He meant to include both reports. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I was laboring under an 
entire misapprehension, when I conversed with 
the chairman in regard to the character of the 
resolution; and at the proper time I will explain 
it. I certainly am not disposed to oppose the 
printing of a reasonable number—I cannot now 
state what number—of this report, but | mistook 
it for another one. Perhaps, if there is any mis- 
take about it, it will be corrected, and then I will 
State my understanding. 

The PRESIDEN’ ‘. The Chair will remark 
that the original motion was simply stated ver- 
bally by the Senator from Ohio. It was after- 
wards reduced into the form of a resolution by 
the Secretary. It is correct on the Journal, and 
should include the ms ajority and minority report. 

Mr. STUART. The mistake may be corrected 
in three words, by inserting ** the majority and 
minority,’’ before the word “ report. 
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The PRESIDENT. If it be the pl: 
the Senate, that chanze will be made. 

There was no objection, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to explain this 
matter. The chairman of the Committee on 
Printing called me aside a few moments since and 
showed me this resolution, and I entirely misap 
prehended the purport of it. I supposed it was 
the proposition offered some time ago by 
Senator from California, [Mr. Wetter.) whi 
is now under debate, to print a certain num- 


ber of additional copies of the President’s mes- 
sare with regard to Kansas, and also his special 
message embracing the laws of Kansas, which 


would make a very saree book. Istated to the 
Senator that | was opposed to printing any extra 


' numbers of the document,as I thouchta suficient 


number had been printed. 1 entirely misappre- 
hended what the document was. With regard to 
this report of the Committee on Territories, | can 
only say ( ufter having explained my entire mis- 
apprehension) that I he ive ‘had no opportunity to 
consult with the chairman in reference to it. — 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I will ask leave to 
withdraw the r port for the present, with a view 
to confer w ith my ce 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The 
to withdraw his report. The matter will be re- 
ferred back to the committee. 


DR. KANE’ 


league on it. 
Senator has a rig 


S ARCTIC EXPEDITION. 

The Senate resumed ~ consideration of th 
pro position yest rdi Ly off re d by Mr. BiGLER, 
which had, at the sugeestion of Mr. Sewarp, 
been mentee d so as to read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
to purchase, for the use of the Senate, ten thousa 
of Dr. Kane’s Narrative of his late expedition to tl \ 
regions, from Messrs. Childs & Peterson: Provided, ‘I'he 
price shall not exceed five dollars per 





copy. 
The pending question being on Mr. B 
HEAD’s amendment to add the foll 


owlng proviso: 
Provid™, That if the said committee should ! | ’ 
upon auton examination, that the said Dr. Ka 
| greatly aided the cause of science, and imparted 
tion usetul to his Government and country, and ideem 
it inexpedient to agree to purchase a book not officially 


made, and not yet published ; that then, and in th 
the said committee report a bill authorizing the | n 
10,000 or 20,000 to the said Dr. Kane, 
they may think right or proper. 

Mr. SEWARD. With the consent of the hon- 
orable mover of the original proposition, t thin! 
ve had better accept the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, |Mr. Bropurzap.} It 
leaves it in the discretion of the committ 
it is very proper that itshould be re ps sed in ). 
If it would remove all objection to the pas 
the resolution, I think we had 
and I have reason to presume 
will act otherwise. 


Mr. BIGLER. Mr. 





or such sum a 


} + 
petter acc it 


that the committe: 


Pre - nt, 


the proposition of my colleague yesterday, and I 
must confess I still feel req ured to maintain 
opposition. ] do not feel at lib erty { | br. 
Kane in the position which wuidd be ass ito 
him by the amendment of my colleacue. | 
averse to it for that reason. If, howev: 
oe is authorized in any way by Dr. 
to suggest to the Senate that such | - reco ! 
of his services, or such a reward as he propo 
would be at all desirable to him, of couse | 
withdraw my objection. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 


allow me to state the case so as he may u 
stand it? : 

Mr. BIGLER. C rtainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. It is only to rive t » the Coy 
mittee on the Sor wy a discretion to change thy 
plan if they shall think proper. I see no rm 
to believe ake yw il] approve of the cour ‘ 
gested by the other honorable Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Bropueap,} but I see no objcctio 
to giving them the discretion to conside: upo 
the subject. If they shall agree with the honovr- 
able Senator from Pennsylvania who now 
the floor [Mr. Bieter} and with me, they will 


make the purchase of the books on our p! n. If 


they shall disapprove of it, they will introduce a 
bill providing for the other course. If, however 
the honorable Senator, after considering it, do 
not incline to accept the amendment of his col- 
league, and sup poses that it will embarrass the 
resolution, or will prevent its passage 
I will stand with him for the original resolution, 


Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, 


altogethe r, 


with the dis- 


inct declaration to the Senate 


know! dve Toes, 


that, so far a: my 
Dr. Kane never has desired any 
ct reward for his services, or any’ con- 
sideration in the shape of money, and that he 
has no knowledge of t! 


? 
I 


such dir 


is : prop. sition and no con- 
nection with it whatever, I will yield to the sug- 
restion of the Scetenerticheen New a ow 


ic resolution to be am« eel 
then let the whole sul bject to go 
Mr. BRODHEAD. The orig 
is only one of inquiry, 1s it not? 
Mr. SEWARD. No, sir; it is perempt 
The PRESIDENT. Th 
resolution read. 
The Secretary read the re 
Mr. BRODHEAD. 


resolution w 


yroposeil, rnd 


to the committee, 


inal pr p ition 


ory. 


» Chair will have the 


solution. 
Ithoucht that the original 
as in the usual form of resolutions of 
inquiry; I did not know that it was peremptory in 
its terms; but that is not material. In reply to 
the inquiry of my colleague, who asks whether 
I have authority from Dr. Kane to propose my 
amendment, I desire to say that | have had no 
conference with him upon the subject, and he 
has not authorized it. | understand my honorable 
to say that Dr. Kane has not advised, 
is No connection whatever with, the original 
' From whence, then, does it 
ltn ust come from the book publishers. 
BIGLER I think my colleacue misun 
eaden’ me. 1 hope he 


colle agrue 
and h 


yroposition. ‘ome? 


will allow me to ex- 
PAIN 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Certainly. 
Mir. BIGLER. 1 intended my remark to apply 
to the amendment of the Senator himself. and not 


to the original propositi naw pape hase Dr. Kane’s 


port, which wi ill be in the 1 book. I 
think [am authorized to say that that would be 

ry agre eable to Dr. Kane, and is desirable to 
him. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Iam elad to be corrected; 
for when we understand each other, we shall 
be able to come to a conclusion. We are 
now civen to understand that it 
ible thine to Dr. Kane to have his 
nized by purcha 
book which he 
ite, and, of 
for that will follow, and we 
the trath in the face at once. 

ies, at five dollars a copy, will co 


shape of 


will be an wrree- 
services recog- 
ing ten thousand copies of the 
proposes to publish, for the Sen- 
nd for the House, 
might as well look 
‘Twenty thousand 
100 000; 


course, ten thousa 


and thatis the way Lunderstand that the “friends’’ 
of Dr. Kane desire to have his services recognized. 
‘They do not seem to desire to have him placed in 


+] sifical r} . , ly . ‘ latae 
the position which my amendment contemplates. 
Let us see who are his best friends, 


I think itis no disparagement for any man to 


receive for valuable services a large pecuniary 
ud. For his valuable services to our coun- 

trv La Fayette received a laree body of land; Com- 
i d ) Py rry was allows | the sum of 425.0 w. 

lhe original proposition is to purchase the book. 
‘or whose benefit 1s that? Is it for the benefit 
Dr. Kane? If he ts to derive — y profit 

n that course, I think we had bett pay him 


ymnee, directly from the Treasury. if we take 
thousand copir s at five dollars per copy, how 
will go to Dr. Kans But 
shall get a consideration for 


books. 


’ } . ‘ 
will that be for each Senator? And 


h of that money 
it may be said, v 
noney, by 


riow many 


obtainine ten thousand 


to whom do we give book To centlemen who 
are able to buy them for themselves. No doubt 

ook will be a very interesting on If so, 
those who wish to perusi it will purchase it. 
Where do we get authority to take the people’s 
money for this purpo e? We might well give 
those gentlemen who have libraries money di- 


‘thy fromthe Treasury, as to give them a bock 
pu ished bym mney take | 


nfrom the public funds 


it is said that this 1s a mov l ntby **the friends 
of Dr. Kane Sir, l am a friend to Dr. Kane. 
I was his friend when he was frozen up in the 
; 


rctic errons ani I la ree re { ioht ind d 
\I i I i 5, ang i i a HOT Phigait an ay 


for the purpose of gettine up the rescue expedi- 
i J ~ Np " } 
tion; and | sueceeded in this body in obtaining 


the passage of a bill appropriating $150,000 for 
the purpose of rescuing him and lis gallant crew 
from impending destruction. Then, sir, I had 
not the aid of book publishers to maintain me, and 
to sustain and torepresent Dr. Kane. Ithink lam 
uthorized to say that he has had nothing to do 


with this proposition. It may be very agreeable 


7 Pry 
to him; but I do not know why it should be dis- 
eable to him to receive at once from the publie 
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Treasury a large sum of money in consideration 
of his valuable services. 

‘These are my suggestions, sir, and they are 
made in good faith. [do notknow why we must 
proceed in the book-publishing business. ‘This 
is nota market overt, where people are to come 
to sell their goods, wares, and merchandise. It 
is a great arena of national concern for something 
else. Ihave made war upon the publication of 
books by the Wilkes’ Expedition at the national 
expense. That expedition was away four years, 
and it has taken them twelve years to publish the 
results, at a cost of $25,000 a year. We sent 
Lieutenant Gillis to Chilt to make certain astro- 
nomical observations. He has come back, and 
written three or four immense volumes about the 
history of Chili. These books are a nuisance to 
W hen we send one book into a neich- 
berhood, we wet half a dozen letters from other 
peopl »in the same neighborhood, requesting us to 
send them a book also. ‘Those men all pay taxes; 
and I say that a man who pays his tax, and thus 
places money in the public Treasury, has as good 
arightto a book as another. We only make in- 
vidious distinctions between our friends by send- 
Ing out these books—these preture books—which 
we are constantly in the habit of printing in the 
sham of reports. 

Tam willing, in a proper manner, to aid the 
book publishers of Philadelphia; but [ do not feel 
at liberty to use the public money for the purpose 
of doing so. | desire to recornize the services of 
Dr. Kane in the way in which we recognized the 
services of La Fayette, andof Perry, and of other 
distinguished men. Why, sir, according to the 
eccount which the book publishers give of Dr. 
Kane, al! other men sink into utter insignificance, 
and are babies by his side. They damage well 
earned reputations by bringing their book here. 
That is not the way to sustain the reputation of 
a public man. The proper mode, in my judg- 
ment, is to give adirect sum of money, or a vote 
of thanks and asword, or something of that kind. 
Hitherto we have pursued that course in reward- 
ing faithful public officers. But this Government 
book-making business has grown into a mon- 
strous evil, and it is about to break down, | beg 
leave to inform my honorable colleague. 1 think 
my honorable triend from Arkansas, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing, will bear me 
witness that the time to bring this system to a 
close has arrived, One million five hundred thou- 
sand dollars have been taken in one year for the 
purpose of publishing books. 


Senators. 


The members of 
this aucust body have become mere agents and 
clerks tor the purpose of distributine books. <A 
gentlemen who is a member of this body, if he 
attends to the public business, has no ume to 
engage in distributing books and writing Ictters 
to those who are constantly asking for them. 

These are my reasons for opposing the prop- 
osition of my colleague. They are public reasons, 
and they are imperative on me. 

Mr. BIGLER. I shall be very glad, sir, to re- 
cognize my honorable colleague as anardent friend 
of Dr. Kane; and I doubt not, that when entirely 
freed from excitement, he will be as ready to ap- 
preciate the services, the eminent ability, and the 
genius of our constituent, as Tam; but for some 
reason we differ very broadly as to the mode in 
which the end which we both have in view shall 
be accomplished, 

It may be that Congress has gone too far al- 
ready in rerard to the publishing of books. | 
discover that large purchases of a similar kind 
have heretofore been made. The custom of the 
Senate has not been uniformly against such a 
proposition as that which I have submitted. Ido 
not know how my colleague may have voted in 
reference to any of the various purchases whieh 
have been made by this body from 1835 to 1854, 
but | hold in my hand alist of purchases of books 
which were not printed by the printer to Con- 
gress. 1 do not see the force of the point sug- 
gested by my colleague as to forming aconnection 
with a printer of Philadelphia. Why, sir, what 
is the difference between a printer at Philadelphia 
and a printer in Washington city? There is but 
one difference which | know, and that is, that 
the work will be much better done by the former. 
‘There is that difference between this proposed 
work and those to which my colleague has re- 
ferred. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg leave to interpose a | 
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word of explanation just at this point. The works 
to which I referred were books in the shape of 
reports sent here and ordered to ve published by 
Congress. They were sent to us by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, or some other head of a De- 
partment, and the error was here. 1 admit that 
printing can be much better and more cheaply 
done in Philadelphia than in Washington. 

Mr. BIGLER. ‘There are very striking points 
of difference between the case of Dr. Kane and 
any other to which my colleague has referred. 
‘There is, in the first place, this marked difference: 
that this expedition is the most extraordinary 
that belongs to the history of our country—the 
most brilliant achievement of any citizen of his 
State. Another very distinct difference to which 
the mind of my colleague ought to turn is, that 
Dr. Kane, though acting under the instructions 
of the Navy Department, was not patronized en- 
tirely by that Department, or by the Government, 
but by liberal citizens of the city of New York. 
it is not singular that he has felt a delicacy on 
this point. He has reported to the Secretary of 
the Navy a brief and significant summary of his 
services, and that account has commanded the 
respect of that officer, and he distinctly com- 
mends the report of Dr. Kane’s expedition to the 
patronage of the Congress of the United States 
in these words: **I commend the results of his 
explorations as worthy of the attention and pat- 
ronage of Congress.’’ 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
be made. 

Mr. BIGLER. I have before stated that Dr. 
Kane has acted under the patronage of private 
citizens, and has prepared a personal narrative 


of the whole tour, which, as my colleague con- | 
eedes, will doubtless be an exceedingly interest- | 


ing book. ‘This is the only report which will be 
made. That which he has furnished to the press 
will be all that the country will get, except a very 
brief treatise on the formation of the structures 
of ice and snow in the Arctic regions, which he 


is gg for the Smithsonian Institution. 


Now, Mr. President, | am not willing to be | 


misunderstood on this general subject. I do not 
mtend to throw myself open to the claims of 


book publishers, nor will I encourage an extrav- | 


agant system of publication. In the course I 
now pursue, I shall fecl myself abundantly pro- 
tected by the extraordinary character of this ex- 


pedition, and the results which it has produced || 


to the country. It will be a long time before we 
shall have presented to us a parallel case. Many 
a session of Congress will come and go before 
any American citizen will achieve what Dr. Kane 
has achieved. I am willing to take the responsi- 
bility and the hazard of committing myself to the 
purchase of a book like this; and I pledge my- 
self tomy colleague to vote for every similar work 
during all the time I may have the honor to remain 
here. 

Sir, Lconfess that there are achievements which 
belong to mankind—intellectual, elevated, digni- 
fied, and pure in their character—which we are 
not at liberty to measure by the miserable stand- 
ard of dollars and cents. This is one of them. 

‘here are certain ends, the stimulant to which 
should ® far above a reward of money. 
sir, would recognize a standard of dollars and 
cents by which to measure the henor of his 
country—its glory and achievements in discovery, 
in science, and in the advance of everything that 
elevates and dignifies the character of a nation? 
Who will measure these by dollars and cents? 
I am not willing to do it. The expedition of 


respect. The Royal Geographical Society of 
England examined these results, recognized them 
and honored Dr. Kane for a success over alj 
other eminent men who had preceded him; and 
yet my colleague is not entirely satisfied. "The 
Legislature of our State, by resolutions unani- 
mously adopted, es their gratificdtion at 
the services of Dr. Kane, and commended they 
to the consideration of Congress. The Legisla. 
ture of New York, by resolutions also unani- 
mously adopted, have presented him with a medal, 


| Notwithstanding all this, my colleague is not 


/ not place me in that light. 


That is the report yet to | 
| large expense. 


it 


| say that 1 am not satisfied. 


exactly satisfied that we ought to take a few 
copies of this book. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I hope my colleague wil 
o Not satisfied with 
the proceedings of Dr. Kane in the Arctic regions! 
Why, sir, I have expressed myself over and over 
again as not only satisfied, but highly delighted 
with the services of Dr. Kane; and I am willins 
to place him by my vote here on the same foot. 
ing on which we placed Commodore Perry when 
we recognized his services in the Japan expedi- 
tion. I hope, therefore, my colleague will not 
I wish to recognize 
his services in the way in which such services 
have been usually recognized—not by purchasing 
copies of this book. 

Mr. BIGLER. I perceive that the recognition 
of Perry’s expedition to Japan has cost some 
$200,000, in addition to $25,600 directly voted to 
him. This report was priuted in addition at this 
Now, I have no inclination what- 
ever to do the slightest injustice. The book to 
which I have referred Dr. Kane has prepared 
deliberately. His character is at stake on it. It 
is what his report to the Secretary of the Navy 
might have been. If my colleague makes it a 
question of dollars and cents, he will see at once 
hat if Dr. Kane had made this detailed’ report to 


the Secretary of the Navy, it would have been 





Who, | 


Dr. Kane is in its results one of an extraordinary | 


nature; and, for my part, I feel willing to recog- 


nize it directly, without considering tne paltry | 
sum which the publication of the book may cost. | 


L have respect for the peculiar feelings of this 


eminent gentleman, and have no desire to place | 


him in a position which he seems to be very re- || 


luctant to occupy; and therefore the proposition 
for the purchase of his book has been submitted. 
He has, of course, an interest in the copyright 
—I think it amounts to a dollar on each copy. 
He would receive from the sale of the copies 
which Congress may take precisely the same 
profit as from a similar number taken by private 
citizens. 

No sooner were the results of this expedition 
communicated to the scientific associations of 


| that document. 


printed here without a word of ro and 


| would have cost twice the amount which we pro- 
|| pose to expend for these books. 


Mr. SEWARD. 1 move that this subject be 
postponed until to-morrow morning. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PRINTING OF KANSAS MESSAGE. 

Mr. WELLER. I move to take up the special 
order, which is the bill (S. No. 124) to increase 
the efficiency of the United States Army. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I desire, before we proceed 


with the special order, to ask that the sense of 
the Senate may be taken in regard to the pro- 


_pricty of disposing of the motion, which is at 
| present on the table, for printing ten thousand 
| extra copies of the President’s message, and _ac- 
_companying documents, on Kansas affairs. The 


Senate is aware that the whole debate hitherto in 
relation to Kansas has been conducted on a sim- 
ple motion to print ten thousand extra copies of 
Perhaps, it may be the opinion 
of the Senate that no extra copies of that docu- 


| ment should be printed; but I desire to have the 
| question settled. ‘The time within which we can 





require the public printerto keep the types stand- 
ing, to await the order of the Senate, has expired; 
but the type is still kept standing, much to the 
detriment of the dispatch of other public work, 
which is constantly pouring into that office. I 
would suggest that it might be as well to let the 
motion of the Senator from California, to print 
ten thousand extra copies of that document, be 
referred at once by general consent to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, so that they may report onit, 
and thus get the subject disposed of. I may 
suggest that the gentleman who is entitled to the 
floor on this question could have it, by common 
consent, on the report of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to make a suggestion 
which, I think, will relieve the honorable Senator 


| from his difficulty. There is one Senator who is 


desirous to speak on this subject, and from whom 
the floor was taken, [Mr. Hartan.] When the 
Senate shall have heard him, we will all agree 
that the question shall be taken at once. There 
is no other opportunity for his being heard. 
Mr. JOHNSON would say, in reply to the 
suggestion of the Senator from New York, that 
a practice, very usual in this body, by which the 


Great Britain than they commanded universal |) public business is facilitated, can be pursued in 
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this 
: sommon consent, to have the floor on the first 
aeeasion When the report of the Committee on 
Territories shall come up. I think we had better 
allow the public printing to go on, by which 
comething Will be saved; for the debate on this 
subject will cost enough without involving ex- 
nense in every little contingency. 

' Mr. HALE. I would suggest to the chairman 
of the Committee on Printing to allow the vote 
+o be taken, and then a motion to reconsider may 
intervene, and the Senator will then have the floor 
on that. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Wemerely propose a refer- 
ence to the Committee on Printing prior to having 
an order for the printing. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [think my colleague on 
the committee is unnecessarily anxious about 
this matter. 
printing of that large volume of Kansas laws 
which was sent to the Senate. My colleague and 
| agree in thinking that it is not advisable to 
print any more of those than is necessary for the 
use of the Senate. It would be a mere waste of 
money. If you leave out the law, the document 
is only a little pamphlet that will not cost a cent 
apiece; and it is of no sort of consequence whether 
the types are taken down now ornot. If we were 
to print the large volume of Kansas laws, it 


would be of some consequence, because that | 


would involve considerable expense; but I pre- 
sume no Senator has the least idea that it is advis- 
able to print ten thousand copies of perfectly use- 
less matter to scatter over the country. Striking 
that out, it seems to me of very little importance 
whether the document be printed to-day from the 
types which have been set up, or within a week 


or two after they have been taken down. In fact, | 


my opinion is, that it is hardly worth while to print 
it in any shape, simply because those documents, 
being very short, have already gone through all 
the newspapers of the country,and to print extra 
copies of them would be only imposing upon 
Senators a burden in their distribution which 
they do not wish to undertake. It would be, in 
fact, useless; for the people to whom they might 
be sent, having read them before, would not desire 
them. 'The result would be an unnecessary trouble 
in sending them off; and, therefore, I think that 
the motion which the Senator from Arkansas 
asks the Senate to dispose of may as well lie over 
for the present. I know one Senator on this side 


of the House wishes to make his remarks upon | 


that question, and he hopes to have as early an 
opportunity to do so as can be conveniently as- 
signed to him. He is unwilling to wait until the 
printed reports from the Committee on Territories 
shall come in. The honorable Senator from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. er will have the right by cour- 
tesy to introduce the debate upon that subject, and 
the honorable Senator from Vermont [Mr. Cot- 
LAMER] may also wish to speak. This renders 
ita matter of uncertainty when the opportunity 
will be presented to the gentleman to whom I 
have alluded, and there will be no question on 
which he can make his remarks, if he desires to 
do so previously to thattime. Therefore, I hope 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on Print- 
ing will not insist on his proposition, for I cannot 
regard it in any serious light as involving a sub- 
ject of any consequence. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I do not care what the Sen- 
ate may do og this subject; it is entirely within 
their power, and they can dispose of it as they 
please. I will not stop to remark upon the com- 
pliment which my colleague has bestowed on me 
when he spoke of my unnecessary anxiety. Of 
the propriety of that remark I leave him to be 
the judge. Having been assigned duties which 
are common to him and to myself, I do not care 
whether Lam regarded as evincing unnecessary 
anxiety. I simply desire properly to discharge 
the duties of my position. 

The Senator from Main#urges the claims of a 
Senator to the attention of the Senate on this 
question. Now, sir, if the Senator referred to 
should confine himself to the pending question, 
his speech will be briefgindeed; for it is but a 
motion to print, and his theme will have no in- 
terest beyond the value of dollars and cents. My 
colleague on the committee [Mr. Fessenpen] has 
depreciated its value, even in that respect, to a 


very inconsiderable amount. It may be, that the 
Senator who is anxious to address the Sonate |) pending which ought to be disposed of. 


a . | 
< instance; and the Senator may be permitted, | 


The resolution includes in it the , 


THE CONGRESSIONAN GLO 


does not intend to limit himself to the pending 
question. He may intend an extended speech on 
Kansas affairs generally; and, if so, I re spectfully 
suggest that it will be unnecessary to postpone 
the adoption of the order to print, as his speech 
wil be equally as pertinent to any other motion. 

When we refer the resolution to the committee, 
we do not order the printing. The committee 
may report against printing any additional copies. 
if they should report against printing the laws, 
the Senate still may overrule their decision. The 
report which the Senator from Maine and myself 
may make will not be conclusive. If these laws 
shall be printed, an expense of $800 will be in- 
volved, for that is the precise amount which the 
recomposition will cost. It is very easy for the 
Senate to dispose of the question; and I submit 
to the Senate whether they will do it or not, 
They can dispose of the motion, with the under- 
standing that the Senator having the floor on it 
shall have the floor upon the first occasion when 
the Kansas reports shall come under considera- 
tion, or he may speak, if he chooses, on the 
whole subject independently, and then his views 
would go before the country as effectually as in 
any other way. 

Having made these remarks, I have no more to 
say. If the Senate shall choose to facilitate the 
execution of the printing of these documents, and 
save $800, I shall be very glad; but, if not, | must 
cheerfully submit. 

Mr. BROWN. I believe the subject before us 
is the three million bill. : 

The PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom Arkan- 
sas took the floor for the purpose of moving to 
suspend the present order of business. 

Mr. BROWN. [If it can be done without con- 
suming too much time, I have no objection. 

Mr. JOHNSON. My only object was to have 


| the motion in regard to printing the Kansas 


message and documents referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
the Senate ? 

The PRESIDENT. 


What is the question before 


The first question is on 


suspending the special order, for the purpose of 


' 


taking up the proposition of the gentleman from 
Arkansas. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I withdraw the motion. 
THREE MILLION BILL. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


bill (S. No. 124,) to increase the efficiency of the | 


United States Army. 

Mr. BROWN then rose and concluded his re- 
marks commenced last Tuesday, in the course of 
which he had touched on two points, viz: the 
Clayton and Bulwer treaty and the enlistment 
question. He sustained, with much zeal, the po- 
sitions assumed by the Secretary of State and 
our Minister, Mr. Buchanan, in the late corre- 
spondence with England, declaring the State 
papers on the American side of the question as 
marked with signal ability. His speech will be 
found in the Appendix. 

Mr. MALLORY next addressed the Senate at 
some length, concurring in general with the views 
expressed by the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Brown.] He was among the number that did 
not believe that war would crow out of the pres- 
ent state of things, nor ought it to do so; but if, 
contrary to our expectation, it should come, our 
resources to meet itwere unlimited. He alluded 
to the circumstance of the British Minister having 
been ordered from Spain in the year 1848 in forty- 
eight hours, for interfering with their domestic 
concerns; and hence there could be no danger in 
sending Mr. Crampton away for the same thing. 
The remarks of Mr. M. will be found in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to address the 


Senate upon the subject of our relations with 


E. 


—— 


at this period of the session it is time we should 
sit during the whole week. LI hope the motion will 
not be agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw the motion after 
the statement of the Senator from Virginia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Cray in 
the chair.) The question is on postponing the 
further consideration of this subject until Monday. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope that will not be done. 
I have no objection to a postponement until to- 
morrow, but I cannot agree to a postponement 
until Monday. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It isa matter of indiffer- 
ence tome. If the subject be made the order of 
the day for to-morrow | shall be satisfied. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection to a 
postponement of this bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill unul to-morrow, 
at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I hope it will be the pleas- 
ure of the Senate now to take up and dispose of 
a bill (S. No. 117) which | reported some time 
since from the Committee on Claims, to amend 
an act entitled “* An act to establish a court for 
the investigation of claims against the United 
States,’? approved February 24, 1855. It is a 
practical measure to supply certain defects and 
omissions in the act establishing this court, and 
l hope there will be no objection to it, I move 
to take it up for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the W hole, to con- 
sider the bill. It proposes to authorize any two 
of the judges of the Court of Claims to constitute 
a quorum, and hold a court for the transaction 
of business; and any one of the judges may ap- 
point commissioners to take testimony im the 
manner prescribed in the act of February 24, 
1855, establishing the court. It further provides 
for the appointment by the Presid nt, by and 
with the advice and consent of thc Senate, of an 
assistant solicitor, to receive a salary of $3,500 
per annum, and to hold his office for a period of 
four years, unless sooner removed by the Presi- 


dent. The solicitor is to have power to employ 


a clerk at a salary of $2,500 per annum. 

The clerk of the court, it is provided, is to dis- 
burse, under the direction of the court, the con- 
tingent fund which may hereafter be appropriated 
from time to time for its use; but he is first to 
sive bond in such amount and form, and with 
such security, as shall be approved by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. From and after the Ist 
day of April, 1856, the salary of the clerk of the 
court is to be $3,000 per annum, and of the assist- 


ant clerk $2,000 per annum. 


Great Britain, and not so much on the bill which | 


is now before the Senate. I leave it to the pleas- 


ure of the Senate whether I shall proceed to-day 


or at another period. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
will agree to postpone the question. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am willing that the 
subject shall be postponed until Monday. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
adjourns to-day it be te meet on Monday next. 


Mr. HUNTER. We have appropriation bills | 


I think 


I hope the Senate 


I move that when the Senate | 


| 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Perhaps it is necessary for 
me, as chairman of that committee, to say a few 
words in explanation of this bill. Its first section 
provides that any two judges of the Court of 
Claims shall be a quorum for the transaction of 
business. I presume that no one can have any 
objection to that provision. It becomes necessary 
in consequence of an omission in the original law 
establishing the Court. The judges have decided 
that, under the terms of that law, all three must 
be present in order to hold a court. 

The second section provides for the appoint- 
ment of an assistant solicitoft, and authorizes 
the present solicitor to appoint a clerk. I pro- 
pose to amend the bill by striking out the word 
‘Sclerk,’’ and inserting ** deputy,”’ because it may 
be necessary for the Solicitor to send his de uty 
into court for the purpose of representing td 
, The duties of the solicitor are of such an oner- 
ous nature, that it is impossible for him to per- 
sonally appear in every case. The law makes it 
his duty to represent the Government in ever 
case. It must occur to members at once, that it 
18 utterly impossible for one man to meet all the 
briefs and answer all the arcuments made against 
the Government in the various cases presented to 
the court. For this reason the Committee on 
Claims have reported this section, authorizing the 
President of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint an 
assistant solicitor for the usual term of four years, 
unless sooner removed by the President, placing 
him on the same footing with the marshals, so 
that the appointment, but not the office, will 
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expire at the end of four years. The section 
goes further, and provides for the appointment 
of a deputy—called a clerk in the bill—at a sal- 
ary of $2,500. Three men will be required to 
represent the Government before the Court of 
Claims. Many cases are presented to that tribu- 
nai, involving important questions of law and of 
fact; and it is utterly impossible for the solicitor 
alone to represent the Government properly under 
the present organization. { presume, therefore, 
there will be no objection to giving him the as- 
sistance asked for. It was in contemplation at 
first to authorize the President to appoint two 
assistant solicitors; but the committee have on! 
proposed the appointment of one assistant soli- 
citor and one deputy. 

The third section of the bill authorizes the 
clerk of the court to disburse the contingent fund 
which may be appropriated from time to time for 
the use of that tribunal, in the same manner in 
which the Secretary of the Senate disburses the 

ontingent fund of this body. Under the law as 
it now exists, if a blank-book or a ton of coal is 
murchased, a requisition must be drawn on the 
Treasury. We propose to make the clerk of the 
court a disbursing agent, and to have his accounts 
settled at the Treasury in the same manner as the 
accounts of other disbursing agents; and we pro- 
vide for allowing him a salary of $3,000. He 
verforms important duties. We propose to give 
his assistant a salary of $2,000—about the same 
pay which the assistant clerks in@he Senate re- 
ceive. 


$e 


Government—not the mere clerk of our solicitor, 
not the clerk of our representative, but our rep- 
resentative himself. I would, therefore, move an 
amendment to the bill to that effect, unless it is 
objected to strenuously by my honorable friend 
from Pennsylvania, so as to substitute two assist- 
ant solicitors instead of one assistant solicitor and 
a clerk. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, there is 
much force in what my distinguished friend from 
Connecticut has said; but the object of the com- 
mittee was, to frame a bill to which there could 
be no possible objection, and not to ask for too 
much at once. This court is now feeling its way; 
itis doing well; it is composed of able judges. 
Its opinions, so far as I have examined them, are 
correct. I hope and believe that it will become 
a good institution. It has started properly. 

My friend from Connecticut will remember that 
the Government is also represented by the three 
judges. They take care of the interests of the 
Government. For myself, [ should be willing to 


have three solicitors; but we think two would be 


This is my explanation of the provisions of the || 


bill. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, I shall give 
my support to this bill as it now stands; but I 
confess [ should prefer it if it provided for two 
assistant solicitors, instead of an assistant soli- 
citor andaclerk, Ido not understand the object 
of denominating the second assistant a clerk. I 
think he should be a solicitor, capable of repre- 
aentine the Government in court; for I undertake 
to say that no three counsel can discharge fully, 
faithfully, and ably the duties which are now 
devolved upon the solicitor alone by the law cre- 
ating this tribunal. It is more than three men 
ean do; but as aid is asked only to that extent, 
I would stop there. 

It is certainly necessary to increase the repre- 
sentation of the Government in this tribunal. 
Every case which arises in it is one in which the 
Government is a party; and with only one soli- 
citor, as it is now organized, he is necessarily 
engaged in every case which arises. He must 
examine every case; he must make himself mas- 
ter of the interests and rights of the Government 
in every case which arises. He has opposed to 
him the whole bar of the Union—men of the most 
powerful abilities and the most extensive learn- 
ing, all combined against the Government and 
against its solicitor. Ordinarily, between man 
and man, in cases of small importance, parties 
employ more than one counse!l—very often three 
where the matter in discussion is only a few 
thousand dollars. Here, where the whole inter- 
ests of the Government are involved, where a 
vast amount of business is transferred from the 
halls of Congress to the Court of Claims, the 
Government of the United States, with its im- 
mense treasury, can afford to employ only one 
man by the year, and now the proposition is to 
increase it to only two and a clerk! Sir, there is 
nota respectable law office in the city of Boston, 
New York, or Baltimore, which is not more 
strongly officered than the Court of Claims is on 
the part of the Government. Our force there is 
altogether inadequate. It will be found to be so. 
T should much prefer, therefore, to have two as- 
sistant solicitors, in order that any one of them 
might represent the Government in the absence 
of the other. I hope that no false idea of econ- 
omy will induce the Senators representing the 
Committee on Claims to withhold that strength 
to the representation of the Government in this 
tribunal which is necessary for the protection of 
its interests. For this purpose I move to strike 
out the word ‘clerk ’’ in the second section. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. And insert ** deputy.”’ 

Mr. TOUCEY. No, sir; I do not wish to 


insert ** deputy;’’ I wish to have a representative | 


of the Government, not a representative of the 
wlicitor; I wish to have a man of ability and 


character, who will stand there representing the | 


| urge this bill to its passage this afternoon? 


| postponement of the bill. 


enough, At any rate, the present solicitor is 
willing to undertake it with this force. In that 
point of view, I think we had better let the bill 
stand as it is. The Government will be in fact 
represented by three counsel, although one will 
be called aclerk or adeputy. ‘Thesolicitors will 
have a deputy witha good salary—$2,500 a year 
—to prepare their briefs; to assist in taking testi- 
mony; to answer the letters which may be ad- 
dressed tothem. He can make himself as useful 
in that capacity, and under that name, as if he 
were called an assistant-solicitor, and appointed 
by the President. I hope, therefore, that m 
friend from Connecticut—although there is atk 
foree in what he says—will allow this bill to be 
passed as itis; and, if hereafter it should be found 
necessary to appoint another solicitor, I shall’ go 
with him to accomplish that object. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Is it intended to 
It is 
a question of importance. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I know itis an important | 
bill, but it ts a practical measure. 1 do not de- 
sire to oceupy the time of the Senate myself, but, 
if any Senator wishes to have further time for 
examination, [ shall make no opposition to the 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I will not insist on | 
postponement, but I desire to call the attention 
of the Senate to a few considerations connected 
with this subject. The remarks of the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania have, to some extent, 
furnished the information which [ wished to ob- 


tain on this subject; but still I should like very || 


much to have some further knowledge as to the | 
proceedings of the court. [confess lam entirely 
inorant of the manner in which its proceedings 


| have been received by the public and by Congress. 


Weail know that the Court of Claims was estab- 
lished by Congress in good faith, with an honest 


| and patriotic disposition to make this experiment; 


| public or of the individual. 


not with a view of its becoming a permanent part 
of our institutions, but to see what could be done | 
to relieve Congress from the burden of the exam- 
nation of the multitude of private claims which 
overwhelmed us at every session, and from the | 
difficulties which existed in deciding them prop- | 
erly, either in reference to the interests of the | 
Now, I desire to | 


| know whether the honorable Senator from Penn- 
| sylvania has given such attention to the action of 


the court up to this time,as to be able to express 


| a decided opinion that the experiment is working 
| well? It is only within the last few days that the 


| amined its decisions, to have acted. 
|| disposed to vote for it unless they are prepared 


| ment and to individuals. 


decisions of the court have been laid before Con- | 
gress, and | have had no opportunity to examine 
them; and I therefore ask the question of the hon- 
orable Senator who is chairman of the Committee 
on Claims. 

I should be unwilling to vote for this bill, until 
I receive some satisfactory information as to the 
manner in which this court is understood, by 
those who have noticed its proceedings and ex- 
I am not 


to express the opinion that it is a tribunal which 
really promises to be an advantageous mode of 
settling the claims of individuals against the Gov- 
ernment, and to do justice alike to the Govern- 
If we pass this bill, 
and attach to it a still greater number of officers, | 


1 

| 
| 
| 
\| 
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it will be more difficult to drop them and discon. 
tinue the court, if we should not be satisfied With 
it in future. 

There may be another objection. 


If you ap- 


| point a greater number of officers than ‘are ne. 


cessary to attend to the interests of the Gover. 
ment in the examination of the claims which are 
presented against it, instead of increasing the ef. 


ficiency of the examining or defending counsel, 
| you necessarily weaken it; because, when yoy 


| lost. 


divide the responsibility between many, one will 
depend on another, and the proper energy and 
industry which ought to be exercised will be 
If there be actually a deficiency of counse| 
of skill and ability to attend properly to the jp- 


| terests of the United States before this tribunal, 
| we ceriainly ought to increase the number, not 
| merely to two or three, as proposed by the hon- 





orable Senator from Connecticut, but even to four 
or five, if essential. 

I understand that it is the duty of the solicitor 
to prepare interrogatories for the examination of 
Witnesses in every part of the United States. This 
isa very burdensome and irksome duty; and from 
my own experience of such matters, I can very 
readily perceive that, during the sessions of the 
court, it would be impossible for one man to attend 
pronees to the interests of the Government; but 

am not sufficiently informed as to the fact 
whether these branches of the duty of the solici- 
tor have been attended to; and if not, whether 
the neglect has been on account of the want of 
time and ability todo so. When I use the term 
‘* want of ability,’’ [do not meant a want of nat- 
ural or professional ability, but a want of suffi 


ail- 


cient physical strength to attend to the duties 


| which he must perform in the argument of cases, 
| the preparation of briefs, and the examination 


of the briefs of the claimants’ counsel, 

Afterall, in every matter of this sort, it is not 
so much the number, as the real ability, of the 
appointees, in which the Government is con- 
cerned. Ihave no doubt there would be every 
disposition on the part of the Executive to fur- 
nish men of proper ability; but you may appoint 
half a dozen or a score, and unless the selection 
is made really with a view to the duties to be 
performed, of capable, industrious, and energetic 
men, it would be in vain to increase this corps. [ 
say this without meaning to express any greater 
diffidence in this Administration than In any 
other; nor do I wish to suggest that there are 
particular persons who are in view to be appoint- 
ed. I will say, in all candor to the honoral.Je 
Senator from Pennsylvania, from my knowledge 
of the vigilance with which he watches the pro- 
ceedings of Congress in reference to questions of 
appropriation, and investigates claims, and his 
general industry, and his firm purpose to do jus- 
tice net only to individuals, but to the Govern- 
ment, I should be glad if he had in view the 


| proper persons to fill these places, and I should 





| 


vote for the bill with more alacrity if such were 
the fact. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is not my purpose to 
press this bill to a vote this eveniag if several 
Senators, who have expressed to me a desire to 
have an opportunity to examine it further, shall 
persist in thatwish. My friend from Tennessee 
does not seem to be well satisfied with the pro- 
ceedings of the court thus far, or, rather, he has 
not fully examined its proceedings. I do not 
understand him to express dissatisfaction with 
them. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Not at all. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. But he desires to know 
from me, whether I have carefully examined the 
decisions of the court? I will say, in reply, that 
I have read many of its opinions, and | have 
carefully watched its course. The bill by which 
it was established was introduced by myself, and 
therefore I have felt considerable interest in the 
subject, and have been exceedingly desirous that 
the court should work well; and I have hoped 
that it will, in a great degree, remedy the evils 
which we have all seen to exist in the adjust- 
ment of private claims before Congress. The 
proceedings of the court, so far as | have ex- 
amined them, have been entirely satisfactory to 
me. A synopsis of their decisions was published 
a few days ago in the National Intelligencer, and 
that synopsis, together with the opinions in full, 
as published in the Union from time to time, 
must, it seems to me, meet the approbation of 








-y sound lawy: rin the country. I think the 
SI ightly construed its powers u vider the 
! ct I is b ‘ il f tal lish d. It is true 
las fast as some genldemen 


lesire, but my friend from Tennessee must 


ress 
{ resasc¢ 


that It Is anew institution—that it has 

st | sh rules, to f rm L pre REI, 0 id to 
lcarefully, and, as it were, to feel its way. 

| , d to the propre ty of fur ishing the 
with additional atid in the discharge of 

d l am content to let the matter st a 


sugvesuons W hich my friend from Co 
has so well expressed. My friend fei 


Tenness has sugevested that I may have per 
rv \\ » fill thes places. | desire to sav 
im, that Ido not know whois to be appointed 
tO vy one of these offices. 
Mr. PELL, of Tennessee. I wish you did. 
Mr. BR ODHEAD. I was not consult d before 
rard to the appointment of judg s, and Ido 
xpect to be consulted now; but | will say 
tif the President of the United States shall be 
tunate in selecting the officers propos d by 
he was in selecting the office rs who 
now compose the court, | shall be well satisfied. 
Having made the remarks, Lam willing that 
t} ill shall lie over for further examination, if 
I red, 
M BELL, of Tennessee. I do not desire it. 
Mir. TOUCEY. I do not intend to interfer 
W he bill as it stands, although I should bi 
r satisfied if it went further. Some gentle- 
men seem not to be entirely ready to go as far as 


the bill goes; and yet they are not opposed to 1 


[hope the bill will be put on its passage this 


i ] on. 

TART. Before I shall be able to vote 
for this bill, or for any other bill that proposes an 
extension wae om nents 5 shall want to be 
very well satisfied of its necessity. 1 desire to 

qi ire ¢ F th Senator from Pennsylvania, if he 
had any report fram the officers of the court upon 


which this action is based—anything which 
shows the necessity or the extent of the hecessily 
for it? Such a re p wt as that would ¢o a great 
way In satisfying me; but a mere supposition that 
there 1s a necessity vy: more fores in the court 
does not satisfy me atall. While eve ry facility 


should be given to this tribunal to ae se of the 


pl lic busin 38, it shou ld be constant > born ill 
mind that it constitutes a nucleus serena which 
you may add officers and add expenses at every 
session of Co wress. 


i do not intend to intimate anything further than 
that lam without any information. S » faras mer 
rumor goes, so far aS mere geist EX knowledg: 
goes, | suppose I have as much as any other 
Senator; but, sir, we ought to have exact and spe- 
cific knowledge; and it ought to come from the 
officers of the court. Ve ought to see how much 


business they have before them, how much they 
are able to do, how much the V are unable Lo do, 
d what the effect of additional force will be to 
d them in that business. I pr pose to proces d 


in such a manner that I can justify y, by my own 


judgme nt, the vote which I shall be called upon 
to give; but at this time I have no such evidence, 
and, therefore, I hope the Senate will agree to 
ostpone this bill, so that the vote will not be 
issed upon it to-day, but that we shall be en- 
abl d, from some source,to cet before the Senate 
a specific statement of the information to which 
I have referred. 

There are*some things in the terms of the bill 
itself which, if it is to be considered now + shall 
ask the Senate to amend, and some things which 
[ apprehend there will be no objection to amend- 
ing. But, sir, | submit that it would be better 
that the Senate should be provide d with exact 
information on this subject. It can be done read- 
ily. The subject lies in a small compass. In- 
formation can be readily obtained. The commit- 
tee undoubt dly can be pre} vared e arly next weck 
to furnish to the Senate all ieee ition that would 
be desired to elalle us to act understandingly. 

In what I have said I beg to be understood I 
do not intend to indicate ¢ opposition to this in- 
crease of office rs, if it is nece ssary ; but I wish to be 

Satisfie a, and thoroughly satisfied, of that neces- 
Sity before voting for the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, if this 
bill is to be postponed for examination, as sug- 
sted by the honorable Senator from Michigan, 


I have no desire to say a word upon it now; but 


ory 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 















i 
H 
on the supposition that the vote is to be taken to Now, sir, with 1 d to ‘ S 1e a 
day, | desire to say e very few words. Senator from Cy it, in 1 t 54 
I happen to be a member of the Committee on imendment of t ,iw i : 
Claims from which this bill cor I’ in the commit Wet t iew: Vv ! % 
mittee were unanimous in the opinion, and were | not exactly know - 
exceedingly well satisfied ofthe fact, that an in- | necessary, and \ ; 
crease of the force in the Court of Claims, fo: 1- ' sary. At St \ 3 
resenting the interests of the Government, was is verv mt crowd vo H 
not only necessary, but absolutely indispensable. hav sent la qua 
We had no report from the court. tru ! time Ww ww, I a ! 
suppose the court gets along with tl \ 
business betore it, because It ‘ ! oe i 
fter another 1 dispos f i S 
increase of force to aid the court Sal ! 
crease of officers to en le th soli rx of } 
Government to represent its interests properly - : ’ 
fore this tribunal. : P very 
It must be manifest to every man that one per- rf l. } 
son cannot by possibility attend to every cas : 
which is brought before the Court of Claims, as | that W ; 
fast as the necessities of the country in the pre- | t 
sentation of causes render desi . Nowmortal i 
could do it. As most of us are lawyers, we ean 
swer th question from our own pr ictice. Th A clerk is 
soli of the court, | am satisfied, is a very | office, anda clerk le. J were 
ible and av ry ass duous man in the dischare to appoint two a i A 
of the duties of his position. He is obliged to) have more foree t W { ded rt 
eXamine every cause that is docketed, to tak time. Itis mo W » 12 
testimony in every cause, to exat vw and under leave ourselves in \ uw ! 
stand the briefs of opposite counsel in every cause; || increase the force hereafie: hall wy, 
and then he is to present the Goveri nent’s view rather than place out . » thie if 
of every cause to the court, No man « ld tiv being mm pelled to redu . W i VAVS A 
and attempt to do all of this as fast as inter- || difficult matter. Foi \ sou | con ‘ 
ests ¢ “the country require that it sh yuld done. iecided that in regard to th t 
The committee were entirely satisfied, from then ments to be made by the Presid nough 
own eral information, as well as from r pre- | to give one additional solicitor of hich inding, 
ntauons on which we had every right to rely, || in order to direct the busine of the office, and to 
that if we wished the business of the court don have a clerk appointed who should ible, 
properly and seas mably, we must give such an under the direction of tl prin il li ir, of 
increase of force there as is necessary. aiding him in the discharge of his du uch 
With regard to the amount of business before a manner as he may direct. I think, therefo 
the court, the honorable Senater from Michigan e proposition of the Senator from Connecticut 
can form some judgm nt, | think, from s nply oucht not at th present time to be urged stren 
looking at the cases which are referred by thy uously. If we suc di jwlntine an additi il 
Senate and by th Housk of Repres ntatives daily eolicline andl chet of the hie i character Su rest d 
to this tribunal. In addition to this, we know by the salary which we have fixed, it will prol 
that a vast number of cases are brought before ibly be all that will be needed to enable the 
the court from other quarters. Private individ- |! agents of the Government to disch their duty 
uals present their claims against thy Government, in reference to the mass of claim ww before the 
without coming here in the first place and having || court. i hop ef) oP ae be p d speedily, for 
their cases referred from this body or from the lam s = fied 1 the utmost n ity 
House of Representatives. The docket, it ts un- Mr. JAR T. "I confess, Mr. P dent, that 
derstood, is well filled. Many of the causes are || these arruments have not served to convince me, 
of vi ry greai consequence, Th yar of sufficient for th Senators hav not Fiven me any ! form 
const uel et »emp! ry in beh lf of the claimants ition which is not po d erally by the 
ible counsel from dri it sections of the coun- | country. The rvuments a ut one \ y of 
try. Thos men come here to engage ih them, thr question, and they tl ld not r t 1 th 
with ample time and leisure to the m hor fact There | much y lab y required ; 
oOuci ¢ mination to them. hey involy laren rn thre part of the judge yt peal of th : 
sums of moncy; and it must be obvious to any solicitor. The cases must exa in mnily 
Senator that a single individual, as solicuor of in respect to the facts, but in regard to the law, , 
that court, whatever may be his Lily, ¢ 1O by t jude fter tn ircunit I ymp! d in : 
master one half or on quarter of th miefs which each case. This court cannot have,and does no g 
are filed, and present the caus to the cou in} have, tinuous n lt is o ed to take . 
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resented; counsel on the other side must be met; | tion of this tribunal, that the Con 
vision for it the better, because the sooner it is | been well said by the Senator from 
done the better will be the manner in which the that it was regarded by those who w 
causes will be presented. I do not urge it on | In instituting this court by law, a 
account of any deficit ney on the part of the soli- | an experiment; a id it is am ex 
citor, but he must surely be unable to attend to |) has not yet been fully tried. ‘I! 
the business as it should be attended to, without | it has operat d well. « It is of 
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but it is so much of a court as to answer very 
good purposes for efficiency; and just so often as 
{ can be convinced of the necessity of additional 


officers or additional salaries, I shall vote to allow | 


them; but Leannot cast such a vote upon the 
mere suggestions of Senators or a committee. 

[ hope the further consideration of this bill will 
be postponed for the present. 
to be postponed, I think we ought to have the 
facts, It has been asserted that we cannot get 
them from the court. If the court is going on 
as easily as the Senater from Maine suggests, 
amidst the mass of business, and if we really 
cannot get information from the court as to the 
extent of the business before it, let us have the 
information from the solicitor; let us have it 
from the clerk; let us have it from some person 
connected with the court who is responsible. 
Let us have the facts. Let us know what is the 
necessity and the extentof it. | submit that we 
can get this information from the court. I] sub- 


I think it ought | 





mit that the court is the best source from which | 
to derive information of the extent of business | 


before it, and the necessity of this additional 
foree, because the court is entirely disinterested 
on the question, Sitting there as judges, they 
must know the extent of the necessity for addi- 
tioual force to aid the solicitor, and they would 


be the best source from which such information | 


could come. 


postponed for one week. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. } 
from Michigan, that the solicitor of the court in- 
formed me that it was utterly impossible for him 


to represent the Government in all cases brought | 


before that tribunal. It would be almost impos- 
sible for him to read the briefs made out on be- 
half of the claimants, much less to prepare briefs 
and make arguments in answer, and attend to the 
taking of testimony. I presume the court or the 
solicitor would have made a written communica- 
tion as to the necessity of this increase of foree 
if it had heen desired; but it seemed to me not to 
be requisite, 
partot the history of the country. 
that there is a large amount of business there, 
and that it is of a very important nature. 


Government is interested, now pending before 
the court, and which will be breught before it. 


J will say to my friend | 


The business before the court is a | 
We all know 


I desire to have it; and I therefore | 
move that the further consideration of this bill be | 





W e | 


know that there are large claims, in which the | 


We see from day to day brief sketches of the | 


proceedings. 
on Claims did not call on the court for a written 
communication on the subject. 

Mr. BUTLER. 


was supposed that this bill would come before 


Mr. President, at one time it | 


Hence it was, that the Committee | 


the Committee on the Judiciary, and I had some | 


conversation with the solicitor, Mr. Montgomery 
Blair, and he made an entirely satisfactory state- 
ment to me. He showed me that the cases before 
the court required voluminous briefs, and he ex- 
hibited to me some briefs of férty, and of fifty, 
and of sixty printed pages. In one case his brief 
was composed partly of remarks which I myself 
had made on this floor, and I asked him the rea- 
son of it. He said he really had no time to make 
out a brief in his own language,and he was com- 
velled to cut out with scissors statements of this 
ind. I am entirely satisfied that what he told 
me was true. He says it is impossible to do jus- 
tice to the Government by an intelligent inquiry 
into the various cases brought before this tnbu- 
nal, unless he has some one to supply him with 
the materials out of which he can make his briefs 
He may write out the briefs, but he ought to have 
some person to present the materials to him, and 
to hunt up emthoritine for him. lam entirely 
satisfied that he alone cannot do it with justice to 
himselfas a lawyer, or to the Government, which 
has committed its interests to his charge. 

I shall vote for this bill with a great deal of 
rleasure. I have had no conversation with the 
Judges of the court, but I have conversed a good 
deal with Mr. Blair upon the subject; and the 
result of my communications with him has been 
to force on my mind the conviction that he is 
required to do, for a small compensation, more 
labor than almost any other man in this Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, when the 
original bill for the establishment of the Court of 
Claims was pending before this body, I thought 
it would be more prudent to have the interests of 
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the Government protected by the appointment of || 
I am without any par- | 


more than one solicitor. } 
ticular knowledge derived from the solicitor or 


judges, but I think I have sufficient knowledge | 


of the character of the business which has gone 
before the court, and the novelty of the questions 
raised, to justify me in voting for this bill. The 


questions presented to the court are of such a | 


nature that authorities can hardly be brought to 
bear on them; but the decision of them must rest 


on principles the investigation of which requires 


a very extraordinary application of intellect. The 
solicitor is expected to meet in all these claims 
the opposition of the ablest minds of the country. 

Having these facts in view, I cannot entertain 


the shadow of a doubt that the interests of the | 
Government will be measurably unprotected, un- | 


less you appoint an additional solicitor to the 
court during the first four or five years of its ex- 
istence. Undoubtedly, after the general principles 
which are to govern the rights of claimants against 
the United States have been disposed of by the 
decisions of the court, in the course of a few years 
you will be able to dispense with more than a 
single solicitor. At present, however, there is a 
mass of business before the court involving new 
and complicated questions. Without reference 
toany opinion derived from the solicitor or judges, 
and looking only to my own knowledge of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


difficulties connected with the professional ques- | 


tions, and my knowledge of the mass of business 
pressing on the court, 1 can entertain no doubt 
that, if you mean to protect the interests of the 
Government, and to have those questions rightly 
diseussed on the side of the Government, you 
must pass the bill now before the Senate. No 
human labor would enable the solicitor to do 
justice to the cases which are constantly pressing 
on him, involving points of the most varied kind, 
and altogether novel; and in regard to which he 


| can derive little information from books, but must 


make his deductions from general principles, 
which are to be searched out and presented on 
their own merits. He must also enter constantly 
into along investigation of the facts, and he must 
examine written depositions to ascertain the facts 
in each particular case. 

Underallcireumstances Ido not myself doubt— 
and I have looked at this bill—that its provisions 
do not go one step further than is absolutely 
essential to the protection of the interests of the 
Government; and I shall vote for it with great 
cheerfulness. I have equally little doubt that, 
after the lapse of a few years, constituted as the 
court is, as [ believe, of very able men, we shall 
be able to dispense with more than the ordinary 
services of one solicitor as first appointed, witha 
clerk. I shall vote for the bill. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I have had oceasion to make 
some inquiries in regard to this matter, and I am 


entirely satisfied that the solicitor, if left unas- || 


sisted, cannot hold the office and discharge its 
duties, but will be compelled to resign it. No 
man in my judgment could do it. From my 
knowledge of the business in that court, the mil- 
lions which are depending there,and the powerful 
abilities that are brought to bear against the Gov- 


ernment, | can say that no man is physically able | 
Now we | 


to discharge the duties of solicitor. 
have the unanimous opinion of the committee of 
this body to which it has been referred in favor 
of this bill. I think we should be justified in 
passing it without delay. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Michigan, 
to postpone the further consideration of the bill 
until this day week. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. BRODEHEAD. ‘The Committee on Claims 
have authorized me to move an amendment, by 


| striking out the word ** clerk ’’ in the clause au- 
thorizing the solicitor to employ a clerk, and 


inserting the word ‘‘deputy.’? “The object is, 


| that the assistant of the solicitor shall be called a 


deputy, which the solicitor prefers. It is a mere | 


matter of name. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to offer an amendment. 
The bill provides in the first section: ‘‘and any 


one of the said judges ey appoint commission- 


ers to take testimony.’’ I think that such ap- 


| pointments should be the act of the court; and I 


therefore propose to strike out the words after 


the word ‘‘and, ’ and before the word ‘* may,”’ | 








|and the amendments made as in Committee of 
| the Whole were concurred in. 
| amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading, was read the third time, and passed. 





March 13, 
and insert the words, ‘the court;” so that it 
shall read, ** and the court may appoint commis. 
sioners to take testimony.’’ TI think the ap- 


pointment of commissioners should not be the 
act of a single judge. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
that. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 wish to ask the chair. 


man of the committee if the court has not now 
the power to appoint commissioners to take tes. 
timony ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then, what is the object 
of this provision? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will explain to my 
friend. Under the act organizing the court three 
judges were required for the purpose of appoint- 


I have no objection to 


| ing a commissioner; now any two can appoint, 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended 


The bill, as 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 13, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


| by Rev. Danie, Wa po. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated that the business first in 


_order was the resolution reported by the Com- 
_mittee of Elections. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. HOFFMAN, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of Mrs. Newbold be 


| withdrawn from the files of the House, for the purpose of 


reference to a committee of the Senate. 


RAILROAD IRON DUTIES. 

Mr. READY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to present a preamble and resolu- 
tions passed by the Legislature of Tennessee, on 
the subject of duty on railroad iron; and ask 
their reference to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My colleague— 
if I understand him—presents some resolutions 
of the Tennessee Legislature on the subject of 
duties on railroad iron; and he asks their refer- 
ence to the Committee on Commerce. That, sir, 
is a subject which pertains strictly to the revenues 
of the country, and, consequently, to the tariff— 
a subject which the Committee on Commerce has 
never had jurisdiction of. It is one which the 
Committee of Ways and Means have exclusive 
jurisdiction of. That whole subject—touching 


| the tariff and revenues of the country—as em- 


|, braced in the message of the President and the 








| presented. 
| as appropriately to the Committee on Commerce 
_ as toany other; and I should prefer it to go to that 


report of the Secretary of the Treasury, has been 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means; 
and I suggest to my colleague the propriety of 
letting these resolutions take the same direction. 
Mr. RITCHIE. I willstate further, that when 
that memorial was presented by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Reapy,] I rose in my place 
and objected to it. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move its refer- 
ence to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. READY. Ido not know what has been 
the practice of the House in regard to the refer- 
ence of such papers as the one which I have i 
It seems to me, however, to belong 


committee. I have heard no substantial reason 
why it should go to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. I know that there isa good deal of sen- 
sitiveness on the part of some gentlemen on this 
floor in regard to memorials, bills, and resolu- 
tions on this subject. I have no doubt, however, 
that the interests which they represent will be as 
safe in the-hands of the Committee on Commerce 
as in those of the Committee of Ways and Means; 
and I should prefer to let it go to the first-named 
committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. The ques- 
tion in reference to contemplated changes or modi- 


fications of the duty on railroad iron has already 
been referred to the Committee of Ways and 


Means; and the whole subject will, in all proba- 
bility, conte before that committee, not only in 
reference to the question embraced in the resolu- 
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ions now before the House, but in view, it may 
wp of a general modification of existing duties. 
] hope the question will not be divided by a ref- 
erence to various committees, but I trust that the 
House will see the propriety of referring all ques- 
tivns connected with the revenue system to the 
appropriate committee—that of Ways and Means. 
if gentlemen are determined to disturb existing 
laws upon the subject of the tariff, let us at least 
begin by a legitimate reference. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohi». I have made the 
motion to refer to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, because | think itis the appropriate com- 
mittee for these resolutions to go to. The gen- 
teman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] has well 
remarked, that that committee has already had 
referred to 1t the message of the President and the 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury in regard 
to the tariff. ‘The Committee of Waysand Means 
are charged with the responsible duty of reporting 
to the House appropriation bills providing meas- 
ures for the expenditure of money; and it does 
seem to me that it comes clearly within their le- 
mtimate sphere of action, that they should con- 
siderand report on the ways and means by which 
the money can be raised. The subject has always 
been referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means: and it strikes me as rather an extraordi- 
nary proposition to send it now, under such cir- 
cumstances, to the Committee on Commerce. The 
whole subject should be taken under their charge. 
J trust, therefore, that the House will give to the 
resolutions the direction which | suegest—not be- 
cause thatcommittee has notalready laborenough 
to perform, but because this matter comes clearly 
within the legal line of their duty. I move the 
previous question. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw his call for the previous ques- 
lon. 

Mr. CAMPBELL withdrew the call. 

Mr. RITCHIE. When the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Reavy] offered the memorial, I 
rose in my place and objected to its introduction, 
and I now merely wish to state the reason why 
Ididso. If I had supposed that he desired to 
have it referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, I should have consented at once. My 
objection to having it referred elsewhere is, that 
this subject will be properly considered by the 
one committee, and brought before this House as 
part of the whole system; so that, when the sub- 

ject comes up, we may have an opportunity to 
discuss it here; and that the House may decide 
upon it. 1 object to its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, in the first place, because that 


is not the appropriate committee for such a sub- | 


ject—no subject of that class having been hereto- 
fore referred to it; and, in the second place, be- 
cause I do not desire to have the subject introduced 
here by itself, and discussed by itself, and per- 
haps pressed through the House during the ab- 
sence of some members—myself among the num- 
ber—who would desire to be heard in opposition 
toit. It is well known to every gentleman who 
has had experience on this floor, that, if any one 
desire to prevent certain legislation, he requires 
to be constantly in attendance: otherwise it may 
be sprung in the House during his absence, and 
pressed through without opposition. I desire, 
therefore, that the resolutions be referred to the 
committee which has charge of all other subjects 
kindred to teis; so that the matter may come be- 
fore the House with due notice to all the members, 
and that we may be here, and have an opportunity 
to discuss it. If, after that, a majority of the 
House decide against what I desire to see the law, 
I have nothing more to say on the subject. My 
main desire now is, to have the matter referred to 
the Committee of Waysand Means, so that, after 
examination of the subject on their part, and after 
full notice to the House, we may have an oppor- 
tunity to discuss it, and have a fair vote upon 
it. I do not want to strangle this matter; but sul 
less do I desire to have it sprung upon the House 
in the absence of the antagonists of the measure. 
I renew the call for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and, under the 
Operation thereof, the resolutions were referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. READY. Inasmuch as the fhatter has 
been referred to the Committee of Ways and 





Means, I ask the unanimous consent of the House 
to have a bill on the same subject referred to the 
Same commiuttec. 

There being no objection, a bill to remit and 
refund the duty on imported railroad iron was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

CLERK HIRE AND OFFICE RENT FOR PARIS 
CONSULATE. 

Mr. BRANCH, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resoived, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to the 
Consul at Paris, office rent and clerk hire, in addition to the 
salary now allowed by law. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicks, its Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed bills of the fol- 
lowing titles: 

An act to define the jurisdiction of the district 
and circuit courts of the United States for the 
district of East Tennessee; and 

An act changing the time of holding the district 
court of the United States at Wytheville, in the 
western district of Virginia. 

COTTON INTERESTS. 

Mr. QUITMAN, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented resolutions of the Senate of the State of 
Mississippi in reference to the cotton interests 
of the country; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion by Mr. CARUTHERS, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw trom the files 
of the House the papers in the case of Pierre Menard, tor 
the purpose of having them referred to the Court of Claims. 

ARMORY AT ST. GENEVIEVE. 

Mr. CARUTHERS, by unanimous consent, 
presented the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Reso! ved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
United States Armory at St. Genevieve, in the State of Mis- 
sour. 

JANE IRWIN. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL, by unanimous consent, 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Jane Irwin; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


RAILROAD IRON. 

Mr. SNEED, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
Tennessee, on the subject of repealing the duty 
on railroad iron. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I move 
that the resolutions be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


LIZZIE R. SMITH. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, by unanimons consent, 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
to indemnify Mrs. Lizzie R. Smith for property 
lost in the destruction of the steamer San Fran- 
cisco; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

PILOTAGE. 

On motion by Mr. EUSTIS, by unanimous 
consent, Senate bill (No. 13) relating to pilotage, 
was taken up from the Speaker’s table, read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


KANSAS ELECTION. 

The House then proceeded to the regular order 
of business, being the consideration of the fol- 
lowing resolution, reported by the Committee of 
Elections: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Flections, in the con- 
tested-election case trom the Territory of Kansas, ve, and 
are hereby, empowered to send for persons and papers, and 


| to examine Witnesses upon oath or affirmation. 


Mr. PURVIANCE, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the House in favor of the res- 
olution, which was further debated by Messrs. 
TAYLOR and TODD. The speeches of these 
gentlemen are, at their request, withheld for re- 
vision, and will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, then obtained 
the floor. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| gentleman from Mississipp!, to speak in the morn-! 


Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi, also rose, 

Mr. WASHBURN. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi wish to address the House this even- 
ing? 

Mr. BENNETT. No, sir. 
have the floor in the mornine. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the gentleman from 
Maine will give way for that purpose, I will move 
that the House do now adjourn 

Mr. WASHBURN. If no one wishes to oe- 
cupy the floor this evening, L will give way for 
a motion to adjourn. , 


| should prefer to 


I desire, however, first to 
say, that I shall on to-morrow endeavor to bring 
the House toa direct vote upon the resolution 
reported by the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the gentleman from Maine, if he is going to 
speak in the morning and then call the previous 
question, whether it would not be well to give 
the floor to the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Bennerr,] and then he ean reply ? 

Mr. WASHBURN. Certainly; I will vield 
the floor to the gentleman, if he is ready to go on. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman can call the pre- 
vious questien; and the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Hicxman,] who reported the resolu- 
tion, can occupy an hour after the previous 
question has been called, and the main question 
ordered to be put. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I say again that, if the 
gentleman from Mississippi desires the floor, I 
will yield it to him. 

Mr. JONES. What lLintended to suggest was, 
that the gentleman should yield the floor to the 


ing. The gentleman from Maine can then reply; 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania will be en- 
titled to another hour after the main question has 
been ordered to be put. 

Mr. WASHBURN. If the gentleman from 
Mississippi does not desire to speak at this time, 
1 will yield for a motion that the House adjourn. 

Mr. GALLOWAY. , 
usual time of adjournment; and as there are sev-* 
eral gentlemen who desire still to speak upon 
this question, I think we had better have another* 
speech to-night. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Maine, [Mr. Wasnupurn,] before he 
moves the previous question, to allow us to pro- 
pose anamendment. It is not now in order on 
account of a motion which has been made to res 
commit this proposition to offer any amendment; 
but what I wish to suggest is, that before the gen- 
tleman moves the previous question he should 
allow the gentleman who made the motion to re- 
commit to withdraw that motion, and submita 
motion to amend, upon which we shall have an 
opportunity to vote, ‘ 

Mr. WASHBURN. I will take the gentle- 
man’s proposition into consideration, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I desire to inquire 
as to the condition of the question before the 
House. I was out of my seat until this instant, 
supposing that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Topp] was still upon the floor. If the dé 
bate upon the subject ‘s soon to be closed, I de 
sire to be heard upon it. 

Mr. WASHBURN. 
sire to go on now? 

Mr. HARRIS. 
time. 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. I ask the 
Speaker whether | am not entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not assigned 
the floor to the gentleman from Mississippi. ‘The 
Chair undertood the gentleman to say that he did 
not desire to speak to-night. The gentleman 


Does the gentleman de- 


Now, as well as at any other 


| from Illinois [Mr. Harris] then rose, and tho 


floor was assigned to him. 

Mr. BENNETT. I have no objection to the 
gentleman going on if it is understood that: I 
shall be entitled to the floor in the morning. 

Several Members. Oh, no! 

Mr. HARRIS. Nothing can be gained by press- 
ing a vote on the question. It is an important 
one, and will exhaust itself before very Cae. at 
allevents. It strikes me that it would be as weil 
for the interest of members, as that of the country, 
that the discussion of it should go on in .the 
House, where the point itself will be more rigidly 
adhered to than in the committee, as there is a 
large field of debate to be gone over. 


Mr. WASHBURN. I yielded to the gentle- 


It is yet an hour to the’ 
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man from Illinois with the understanding that he 
was to fo on to-night. 

Mr. HARRIS. I barely alluded to the fact for 
the benefit of the gentleman from Mississippi. 
The question, whether the House will or will not 
discussion, will be determined when the 
question arises. 

Mr. H1. then addressed some remarks to the 
House, which he has withheld for revision, and 
which will appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. WASHBURN obtained the floor. 

Mr. LETCHER. Ifthe gentleman from Maine 
is not going to speak this evening, I should like 
to occupy thi floor for fifteen or twenty minutes. 

Mr. WASHBURN. If by general consent 
of the House I can maintain my right to the floor, 
I have no objection to the gentleman speaking. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. LETCHER then addressed the House, 
but his remarks have been withheld for revision, 
and will appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. WASHBURN obtained the floor, but 
yielded to 


close 


Mr. BARBOUR, who moved that the House 


adjourn. 

Mr. WADE. L ask to take from the Speaker’s 
table Senate bill relating to punishment in the 
penitentiary, in order that it may be put on its 

t ean be done in a little while. 

Mr. RUFFLN, I protest against business being 
done when we have far from a quorum present, 
Either let the debate go on, or let us adjourn. I 
object to the gentleman’s proposition. 

‘The question was taken on the motion to ad- 
journ, and it was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
twenty-five minutes before four o'clock) the 
House adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


mssave. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay,Warch 14, 1856. 

Prayer by Rev. Danien Waxpo, Chaplain tothe 
House of Representatives. 

‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
communicating, in comphance with a resolution 
of the Senate, information in relauon to printing 
for the Navy Department, during the year ending 
December 31, L805, not executed under the pro- 
visions of the act of August 26, 1852; which, on 
motion by Mr. Hunter, was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Printing. 

Also,a communication from M. C. Meigs, the 
enginecr in charge of the Capitol extension and 
other public works, representing the importance 
of an appropriation for continuing the work on 
the Wa shhineton aqueduct; W hich, on motion by 
Mr. Wencer, was referred to the Committee 
on bk iunance ® 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial of the 
professors of the Naval Academy, praying to be 
allowed the same compensation as is paid to the 
professors at the Military Academy at West 
Point; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Also,a memorial of citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
praying for the adoption of measures for the con- 
struction ofa railroad to the Pacifie ocean; which 
was referred to the select.committee on the sub- 
ject of the Pacifie railroad. 

Also, the memorial of Augustus MeLaughlin, 
late a master in the Navy, who was dropped in 
consequence of the recommendation of the late 
naval board, praying to be restored to his former 
position in the service; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Mary- 
land, urging upon Congress the payment of 
money due by the United States to that State for 
expenditures made by her during the war of 1812 
for military purposes; which were read, and or- 
dered to he on the table and be printed. 

Mr. MALLORY presented a memorial of the 
professors of the Naval Academy at Annapolis, 
praying to be allowed the same compensation 
thaf is paid to the professors at the Military 
Acad my at West Point: which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. BRODHEAD presented a petition from | 


merchants and importers residing at Philadelphia, 
praying for a reduction of the duties on undyed 
andunfinished woolen goods; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of mer- 
chants and importers residing in New York city, 
praying for a reduction of the duties on undyed 
and unfinished woolen goods; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of mer- 
chants and importers of Boston, praying for a 
reduction of the duties on undyed and unfinished 
woolen goods; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


Mr. BIGLER presented a petition of merchants 


and importers of Pittsburg, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the duties on undyed and unfinished 
woolen goods; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. RUSK. I have been requested to present 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 





March 


S 





M4, 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask Jeaye 
to make a report on the resolution referred to the 
Committee on Printing on Wedne sday last, to 
print sixty-two thousand copies of tlre majority 
and minority reports of the Committee on ‘Terr. 
tories in relation to Kansas affairs. The cost 
of printing sixty-two thousand eXtra copies, as 
proposed by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Py GH,] 
eat be $2,213. The Committee on Printing have 
authorized me to report in favor of printing thirty- 
one thousand instead of sixty-two thousand; just 
half the number. Sixty-two thousand would 
give one thousand copies to each Senator; byt 
we have thought that five hundred would be syf- 
ficient. Itis for the Senate to judge, however, 
We report in favor of printing thirty-one thou- 
sand of those two reports from the Committee oy 


| Territories, the cost of which will be $1,106, 


the memorial of Richard H. Weightman, asking | 


for compensation for services rendered to New 
Mexico. Mr. Weightman was sent here at the 


. . | 
time, when representatives were sent under the | 


State constitution formed by New Mexico, as a 
Senator. The other agents of New Mexico, who 
were sent under similar circumstances, have long 
since been paid their per diem and mileage, but 
Mr. Weightman has never yet been paid. He 
was an attendant on Congress for two sessions; 
and a bill providing for the payment of this claim 
has passed the Senate, I think, two or three 
times. I ask the reference of his memorial to the 
Committee on Territories, and | invoke their 
early attention to the subject. 

It was so referred. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the papers of the heirs of Dr. Samuel Y. 
Keene be withdrawn trom the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Court of Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 


/ to whom was referred the petition of Josiah S. 


Little, submitted a report accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 
ordered to be printed. 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on con. 
curring in the ao of the committee. 


Mr. TRUMBULL proceeded to discuss the 


| topics which are embraced in the report of the 
-majority of the Committee on Territories on 


Kansas affairs, which was presented to the Senate 


|| on Wednesday last. He spoke until five minutes 


The report was 


Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on the Ju- | 


diciary, to whom was referred a bill to change 
the terms of the United States court for Wiscon- 
sin, and to compensate the judge, reported it back 
Without amendment. 


POST ROUTE IN ARKANSAS. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a post route from Linden to Jones, in Texas 


towaship, west of Langville, in St. Francis county, Arkan- 
sas, and report by bill or otherwise. 


FALLS OF THE OHIO RIVER. 


Mr. PUGH submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 


Resolved, ‘That a committee of five be appointed by the 


President pro tempore to consider the best method of im- 
proving or obviating the obstructions to navigation at the 
falls of the Ohio river; and that said cormittee be author- 
ized to report by bill or otherwise. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. CLAY gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to remit and refund cer- 
tain duties on railroad iron. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SLIDELL asked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained,: leave to introduce a bill for the | 


relief of Richard Albritton; which was read the 


first and second times by unanimous consent, and 


referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. | 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 
A message was received from the President of 


the United States, by Mr. Siwwey Wessrer, his | 


Secretary, announcing that he had signed the fol- 
lowing bills of the Senate: 

A resolution providing for the final adjustment 
of certain cases of appeal from decisions made by 


| Printing. 


the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office || y § r allow 
to say a word? The Senator from Ulinois is de- 


Department. 


A bill to admit to register or enrollment the | 


schooner Zadock Pratt. 


i 
i| 


after one o’clock, when 
Mr. WELLER rose and said: Mr. President, 


as it is now after one o’clock, | desire to call for 


the special order of the day, though I dislike to 


interfere with the Senator from Illinois. 
Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Illinois 


| certainly has the floor. 


Mr. WELLER. I believe the rule is, that 
when the morning hour has expired, and the hour 
for the special order has arrived, the Senator is 


| speaking in violation of the rule of the Senate, 


and it is perfectly competent for any Senator to 
arrest the progress of the debate. ‘The chairman 
who made the report from the Committee on 
Territories [Mr. Doveéias] gave notice that he 
would present a bill on Monday next. That, in 
my judgment, will be the proper time for this dis- 
cussion; and, therefore, | am constrained to ask 
now for the order of the day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I do not 
know that there is any order of the day that should 
take precedence of the question now before the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state, that 


when the Senate ata previous sitting has madea 


special order, and a Senator at the proper hour 
calls for that special order, it is the duty of the 
Chair to present the question to the Senate, 
whether they will suspend the present order of 


| business for the purpose of proceeding to the 


special order. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Chair be kind 


| enough to inform me what is the special order for 
to-day ? 


The PRESIDENT. The special order is the 


| bill (S. No. 124) to increase the efiiciency of the 


United States Army. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That bill was reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, and 


| has been continued over as part of the unfinished 


| made during the morning hour. 


_ the special order for that time. 
| it may 


business; it was not made the special order for 
any particular day. The question which | am dis- 
cussing has been reported from another commit- 
tee of the Senate; and [ am not aware of any 
reason why the reportof the committee of which 


| the Senator from California is chairman should 


have precedence over this. 1 do not wish, how- 
ever, to place myself in the way of the business 
of the Senate, nor to obtrude myself objectionably 
upon the Senator from California. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
California call for the special order? 

Mr. WELLER. Ido. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the Chair will sub- 
mit the question to the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. Committee reports are usually 
This discussion 
has sprung up during the business of the morn- 
ing hour, on a report from the Committee on 
The three million bill was yesterday 
postponed until to-day at one o’clock, and made 
I now ask that 
be taken up. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator allow me 





livering hig first speech in the Senate 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I beg to interrupt the 


ean) 


ae aaa bata a 


ae 
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man. I do not ask for any favor at een 
i do not wish to put iten that ground. I claim 
sothing here but what right and proper. 

y favor because this is my 


is siedee 


1 do not wish for an 


at spe a. 

Mr. ELLER. I am sorry the Senator did 
cot wait until some bill was pending before us. 
. \L. SEWARD. I have never known the court- 


eey of a hearing to be refused, at any time or 
der any ¢l a Senator who ap- 
peared in this way for the first ime. I appeal 
+o the established, habitual courtesy of the Senate 

iilow the Senator 


reumstances, to 


from Illinois to conclude the 
remarks which he has commenced 
The PRESIDENT. Ifthe Senator from Cal- 
ifornia insists On his motion, itis the duty of the 
Chair to submit the question to the St “we ; 
Mr SUMNER. Ll understand that th® Sena- 
tor from Illinois was in possession of the floor, 
id was proceeding with his speech, when the 


Senator from ¢ valifornia . Obtained the floor from 
him in order to lnterps the motion which the 
Chair now proposes to : aie t to the Senate. 
Mr. WELLER. That is not the point. L hold 
that the Senator was sp akine agaist the rul 
of the Senate after one o’clock. If rose then toa 


question of order, and asked the Chair whether 
the special order was not to be 
tine. ; 

Mr. SUMNER. I did net understand that the 


Senator from California rese to a question of 
l 


taken up at that 


order; but I do not know that that alters the 
question, The Senator from 
‘alifornia rises and ealls for what be destenates 
as the order of the day. Now, I submit to the 
Chair that, sinee ] have been on tl 
never before 


position of the 
( 


is floor, L have 
known an instance—lL cannot eall 
y mind—where as} 


one to m 


peaker has been inter- 
morning hour as he was 
proceeding with his remarks. I believe 
which is now propesed is entirely unprecedented. 
Aceordine to the best of my recollection it is, 
though I may mistaken. I suggest that, as 
the Senator from Illinois is in possession of the 
floor, according to the usage of this body he must 
be allowed to go on and finish his remarks. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Mas- 
is certainly mistaken, Nothing 1s 
more common than for Senators to rise and call 
for the special order, when the hour fixed for its 
consideration has arrived. If the Senator from 
California insists on his motion, it is the duty of 
the Chair to submit the question to the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. I will ask—though, perhaps, 
l ought not to do so, as we have been debating 
the question—whether this is a debatable ques- 
tion under the rules? 

The PRESIDENT. 
determine. 

Mr. WELLER. I merely submit the ques- 
tion, though I do not wish to prescribe a rule to 
others which I do not observe myself. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to state the posi- 
tion which L oceupy in this matter. On the bill 
which was postponed until to-day at one o’clock 
lam entitled to the floor. Now, it will be very 
agreeable to me, so far as Lam concerned, to have 
the Senator from Illinois go on and conclude his 
speech. It is a matter of entire indifference to me 
whether : say what I have to say (as it is very 
little) to-day or on another day, or whether, in 
fact, l say it at all. I should be quite willing that 
the remarks which I have tomake should be post- 
poned until Monday. IL will, however, r mark 
that, while Lam entirely willing and desirous that 
my friend from Llinois should finish his remarks, 
I hope the Senate will not compel me to begin what 
I have to say at an unreasonable hour to-day. 

Mr. WELLER. Then that would delay the 
= - next week. 

. FESSENDEN. The Dill, I presume, is 
not of such pressing importe ince b rut that it may 
be delayed for a day or two; and I will inform 
the Senator from California that the remarks 
which I propose to make will not probably close 
the debate upon the bill, so that L think he can- 
not expect that it is te be disposed of this week. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, Lam very desirous that 
this matter shall be ended. Ido not wish to be 
in the way of anything that it is thought import- 
ant to take up; but I ‘do not wish to allow the 
report of the Committee on Territories to go out 
Without having an opportun ity to express my 
views in reference to it, which I should be glad 


rupte d at the clese of the 


the course 


sachusetts 


That is for the Senate to 
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| that I did not wish to obtrude 


to an I do not desire to press myself upon the 
Senate at all, nor to claim anything from courtesy 
a8 appearing in the Senate to s k for the first 
ime. If it is insisted on, I t proceed 


Les Go on! co on! | 
a JOHNSON. If the Senator will allow 
— oe j be ra ud to ask th 
“Mr. ‘RUMBULL. € 
Mr. JOHNSON. 
Senator is speaking is | 
hour. 


business of the 


Chair a question. 

ertainly. 

The business on which the 
' uSsiness of t oY 

Will it come up regularly hereafter as 


morning hour, until it is con 


cluded, if not disposed of to-day?) When it comes 
up again, what will be its condition? 
The PRESIDENT. It will b ft with the 


unfinished business of the morning hour, and 


» and 
after reports from committees shall be reevived, 
it will come up as the first busin 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then [I regret that it should 
a matter of debate on ther 


3s. 
ve mad port oft Like 
on roposing to print the documents. 

Mr. SEW AR D. ILhope the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia will withdraw his motion. 

‘The PRESIDENT. The question is on pro- 

ding to the consideration of the special order 
of th day ' 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I would still like to ask 
+] 


tne qu Stion, 


what is the sp cial order? Wa 
the three million bill made the s; | order? 
The PRESIDENT. The special order is th 
Senate bill (No. 124) for inercasing the efficiency 
of the United States Army. 
J Was 


that made the special 

The PR S, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iwas not aware of thi 
fact. 

The PRESIDENT. It was made so by a 
previous order of the Senate, and will so re m Linh 
until disposed of. The Chair will submit the 
question to the Senat 


order? 
ESIDENT. Yes, sir. 


The question was taken and it appeared to 
have resulted in the 
called for. 

Mr. RUSK Before there is a division on 
this question, I desire to saya word. According 
to my idea of the propri ly oft 
special order comes up as a matter of course if 
the Senator who is on the floor yields it. Lf thi 
Senator does not yield the floor, no gentleman can 
take it for the purpose of moving that the special 
order be taken up. I desire to know, before I 
vote, whether the Senator from Illinois yields for 
th: purpose of allowing th puton 
taking up the special order—whether he yields his 
right to the floor or insists upon it? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair asked the 
the Senator from LUlinois whether he yielded 
floor, and he was understood to say that he did. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 did yicld to the Senator 
from California, not knowing what was his desire. 
I supposed that he wished to propound a question 
to me, and was not aware of his intention. I 
certainly eave the floor to the gentleman to mak: 
asuezestion. I had no idea of yielding the floor 
entirely. I did not anticipate the purpose of thy 
Senator from California. ‘That is the fact of the 
matter. 

Mr. RUSK. Dol understand the Senator to 
insist on his right to the floor? Am I to under- 
stand that he has not yielded it for the purpos: 
of taking up the special order? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; 
it for that purpose. 

Mr. RUSK. Thenif the Senator insists on 


proceeding t 


negative. <A division was 


proces din Pr. Cine 


question to be 


Ie) 


I did not yield 


with his remarks, | should like the 
Senator to answ has thrown out 
the intimation that he did not wish any favors. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not wish to insist 
upon proces ding against the wishes of the Sen- 
ate. I will say to the Senator from ‘Texas that 
if the Senate desires to take up the special order, 
lam willing that the motion shall be put. In my 
former remarks I did not intend to be under- 
stood as speaking tauntingly. When I said that I 
did not mean to ask anything as a favor, meant 
) myself discourte- 
ously upon the Senate. I did not mean what I 
said in a braggadocia spirit at all, but I merely 
intended to say that, unless it was proper and 
right that I should proceed, I did not desire to do 
so. If the Senate wishes to take up the special 
order, I shall yield the floor for a motion to be 


r, because he 


| made for that purpose, if it is insisted on. 


GLOBE. 


Mr. RUSK, Sull the Senator do lotanswes 
If I were addressing the Senate, I could vw 
re adily Say whetuel i vi ded i i Ai 
upon my 1 t to retain It. 

Mr. TRUMBULL Ly 1 the fl r ths 
purpose . 


Mr. RUS 
Mr. TRI 


rose of 


K. If the motion should be made ¢ 


‘MBULL. i will yield for the pur 
making the motion. 


Mr. RUSK. Then it isa matter of « 


and that courtesy | should certainly extend 


’ ’ - ' ) 
the Senator, ait ough | confess th ‘ 1 
do not appeal verv strongly to my 3 4 
courtesy; but I should vote agar ; 
| ial order uf he had not, in add 3 
peculiar circumstances which exist | 

out the intimation that he wishes no fay 9 aus 
thus precluded himself from the cour 

See) 


Mr. FESSENDEN, Ile has explained w 
he meant by that. j 
LUSK. It would have been very « 
explain it ina 


Ir. 
PLATE 
and courteous. 

Mr. SEWARD. Lapnea! to t un 
the Senate, and | hope that my 

ficient with my honorable friend fro 
as | know 





his would bi with Mn und 


here under similar circumstances. Il would s«* 
est that we should not serutinize very stric 
the lanvuac of a Seaator who has ie thooy ul 
IS interrupted, and is, under the circun incesof 
the case, in a new and embarrassing situatio | 


appeal to the magnanimity of the Senate to allow 


honorable Senator from ‘Texa Will net 


the Senator to proceed without inte 


hope the 


obj et to that. 


Mr. RI SK. Th nmy vot will t rover d 
by courtesy, though it is const) ‘ 
accompany my vote, however, with the ex 
tion that I yield to the demands « esy, 
although it is not asked, or is asked | eh a 


manner, as to preclud lS Deing 
tended. 

Now, what are the circumstances this 
ing? Here isa grave 
from a committee of the Senat 


raciousiyv e@eX- 


morn- 
and deliberate re port made 
—the Committee 
m ‘Territories —on a question which agitates 
the country Ve ry considera ily. bleve * also 
minority report from the 
question of printing an extra number of these re- 
ports—of both the minor 
was referred, under the 

Committee on Printing. 
an eXtra number of 30 that they 
may be sent out together, the committee pre sent 
a report, The honorable Senator who submitted 
the report of the majority, [Mr. Dovexas,] the 
rentleman who has taken the 
floor, is not in his seat. Ido not know that he 


nnotile d that this diss 


Same Committee, 


ty and the majority— 
rules of the Senate, to the 

On that motion to print 
both reports, 


coll ague of the 


has bee ussion would come 
up. I presum he has not. ‘The 
Senator fi 
morning, re rards this report as So Ve ry limpor- 
tant that it cannot and 


honorable 
om Illinois, who has been speaking this 


ought not to go to the 
country without his solemn protest against the 
doctrines which it contains: and that protest must 
be made here in a set sp 
hour, and in the absence of the gentleman who is 
responsible for the report. | read it 
‘tion of it, and 

I have read, 


minority report. 


eh during the morning 


have not 
but L have read a po 
[ think that it will vindicate itself, 


also, 4 portion of the 


thoroughly, 


, I hope 
they will both be extensively circulated and care- 
fully read. 

‘Lhe difficulty of w 


hich we now have an in- 


stance has oc« urre d during the whole of this ses- 
sion, | have not participated in it, and did not 
desire to do so. On the reference of the message 
of the President to acommittee, there must spring 


lebate. Upon a motion to printa 


report, a debate must arise. ‘This is not as it 
used to be. Parties were formerly willing to come 
forward on some question that would eall for the 
action of the Senate, and with an understanding 
that eve rybody was re ady to debate the question 
which was presented. They were willing to 
come forward and debate it with something like 
fairness—not to spring traps and mines. ‘The 
fact is, that it appears as if we were sitting here 
as a mere body for the purpose of j if] encing 
public opinion, and that this end was to be ac- 
complished, not by full and open debate of which 
everybody is notified, but by getting the advan- 


up a great erave 





xe 
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tage and resisting every preliminary minutie of 
legislation. I trust this habit, which has lately 
arisen, will be abandoned; and when any ques- 
tion arises on which parties desire to be heard, 
that it may be debated not on preliminary mo- 
tions, but on the general issues which present 
themselves, and when all parties may havea fair 
opportunity to be heard. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I myself 
did not know that this question would come up 
this morning. It arose on a report from a com- 
mittee. I had no knowledge that they would 
make the report, and, of course, could not notify 
an rbody in reference to it. 

Saale to inquire whether it would not be in 
order to make the subject now under consider- 
ation the special order of the day for next Mon- 
day, and let it be disposed of then? T am entirely 
willing that the gentleman from California should 
have the bill in which he feels an interest taken 
up. If he will consent, I will move that the sub- 
ject now under consideration be made the special 
order for Monday, and then his bill can be taken 
up and disposed of to-day. 

Mr. WELLER. I could have no objection to 
what the Senator proposes, but I believe there is 
a special order aheady assigned for Monday— 
the river and harbor bills. 

Mr. STUART. I have given notice that, by 
the instruction of the Committee on Commerce, 
I sheuld ask the Senate on Monday to proceed 
to the consideration of the river and harbor im- 
provement bills reported from that committee, I 
shall feel it my duty at that time to insist on pro- 
ceeding with those bills. 

Mr. WELLER. I felt it my duty, as chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, charged 
with the three million bill, to move for the action 
of the Senate on it at one o’clock to-day. It has 
already been under consideration several days, 
and has interfered with one or two special assign- 
ments for particular days which have been made. 
I was unwilling to interfere with other Senators; 
and in order to avoid being placed in that position 
I desired to obtain early action on this particular 
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_ observation, has been for the presiding officer to | 
call for the special order, although the floor may || 
be occupied, because it is the duty of the presiding |) 





has arrived which was fixed for its considera- 
tion. 


Mr. WELLER. Ihope that will be distinctly 


understood, in consequ?nce of the remark made | 


by the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sum- 
NER,| who has declared to-day that this is an 


GLOBE. 


| 


unusual and unprecedented thing, and that we on || 
this side of the Chamber, because a_ political | 


friend of his had the floor, desired to adopt some 
extraordinary mode of getting rid of the subject 
on which he was speaking. The Chair has al- 
ready informed the Senate that there is nothing 
more common than to call for the special order 
of the day (no matter who may be on the floor) 
when the hour fixed for its consideration arrives. 

Mr. SEWARD. It is perhaps proper that I 
should say, that having been here six years I have 
seen the practice both ways, and generally with- 
out much concern on the part of the Senate. The 
Senator from California is right in saying that 
Senators have been arrested in their remarks by 
being notified that the time for the special order 
had arrived. Itis undoubtedly the right of any 
Senator in the body to insist on proceeding with 
the special order at the proper time. 


The PRESIDENT. 


taken esi to-day, that hereafter, when special 
orders 
consideration arrives, he will call for them, unless 
otherwise directed by the Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. That is right. 

Mr. HUNTER. Such undoubtedly is the rule. 

Mr. TOUCEY. After what has been said, I 
wish to sa 
gress and in this, the practice, according to my 


officer to enforce the orders of the body. 


bill. I will say to the Senator from Illinois, that | 


if any political friend or associate of mine had 


‘been on the floor at the time when I interposed, I 


should undoubtedly have called for the order of 
the day, precisely as I have done, without refer- 
ence to the subject under discussion. 

Now, Mr. President, as there seems to be a 
dispésition on the part of the Senate that this 
debate should go on, I do not feel disposed to 
interfere. If the rule be such as is laid down by 
my friend from Texas, [Mr. Rusk, } you attain 
nothing by making a subject the special order for 
any day, because, if a Senator should obtain the 
floor during the morning hour, he could go on and 
debate for six weeks if he chose. | cannot agree 
to that construction which is given to the rule by 
the Senator from Texas. My construction is, 
that, by the rule of the Senate, when you have 
made a subject the special order for a particular 
hour, it is out of order to speak on any other 
subject when that hour arrives. Therefore, [ did 
not intend to get the floor from the Senator from 
Illinois for the purpose of depriving him of the 
privilege of speaking. I rose toa point of order, 
as I thought, which was, that he was speaking 
against the order of the Senate, the hour of one 
o'clock having arrived. ‘That was the view in 
which I intended to present the question. How- 
ever, as there is a disposition to have an abstract 
question discussed instead of proceeding to the 
regular order of the day, I shall withdraw my 
motion, and the Senator may go on ad libitum. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I do not rise for 
the purpose of making any extended remarks; | 
merely wish to state my understanding of the 
rule. As the matter of difficulty has been satis- 
factorily arranged, [ can say it without being 
liable to exeeption, I think the Senator from 
‘Texas is mistaken in his construction of the rules 
of proceeding in the Senate. When the hour for 
the consideration ef the special order has ar- 
rived, any Senator may make a motion to take | 
a in fact IT am inclined to believe that the Pres-*) 
ident of the Senate has the power, and that it is 
perhaps his duty, to call for the special order, 
when the hour arrives for which it has been 


fixed. 


ThePRESIDENT. The Chair would remark |) will remember that when that report was sub- || there is not a man here—— 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The explanations of gen- 
tlemen having been concluded, I will asi 
with my remarks on the subject before the Sen- 
ate. , 

Mr. T. continued his remarks until twenty 


' minutes past three o’clock, when 


Mr. WADE rose and said: If the Senator 
will give way, I will move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I trust not. The courtesies 


of the Senate have been violated by taking ad- | 


vantage of my known absence to make this 
assault on me. 
ment until I can have the opportunity of saying 
avery few words in reply. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will proceed; but I de- 


sire at once to reply to the remark made by my 


colleague, and to say to him that the courtesies 


of the Senate have not been taken advantage of 
in his known absence. I knew not whether he 
was absent or present. I knew not that this 
question would come up to-day. It was brought 
up ona report from the Committee on Printing. 
It was not called up by me. I have not spoken 
on it because the gentleman was absent. I have 
assailed his report. I have not assailed my col- 
league. 
between attacking the positions of an official docu- 
mentand attacking an individual. 'The document 
was brought before the Senate without my instru- 
mentality, without my knowledge; but when it 
did come up, and was about to pass from the 
consideration of the Senate, I thought it proper 
to allude to it, although I had not time to examine 
it as carefully as I should have wished. I saw it 
only last night; but rather than allow the oppor- 


The Chair desires to re- | 
mark, in Se of the debate which has | 


1ave been made, and the hour fixed for the | 


that, both in the other branch of Con- | 
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| officer to call for the special order when the hour ] of which the gentleman from Michigan [Mr 


Stuart] suggested that we should at once allow 
the vote to be taken on printing it, and postpone 
the discussion of its merits until the bills which 
the committee were to present to the Senate on 
Monday should come up for action. He asked 
the consent of the Senate to that course of ro- 
ceeding; and immediately on his doing so, tho 
report in the Globe adds that I rose and said, «] 


| agree with the Senator from Michigan.’ No 





There is a very material difference | 


tunity to escape, not knowing when again the | 


subject might be brought to the consideration of 


upon it. 
Mr. T. then resumed his argument, and con- 


| tinued and concluded his speech; which will be 


published in the Appendix. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I was very 
much surprised when it was communicated to me 
this afternoon that my colleague was making a 
speech on the Kansas question, in which he was 
arraigning my own conduct and the statements 
and principles set forth in the report which I had 


the honor to submit to the Senate two days since | 


ii 
tt 


from the Committee on Territories. The Senate 


| 
| 
| 
| 


one objected to this course; and I undertake 


to 


| say, therefore, that on Wednesday last it wag 


| this report should be postponed until next week 
| when the questions involved in it will properly 
i 


| mittee, 


understood by the Senate that the discussion of 
Ky 


come up on the bills to be reported by the com- 


The feeble state of my own health, 


| which is well known to the Senate, rendered jt 


imprudent for me to be in the Senate Chamber 


_ to-day, and I stayed away forthat reason. I never 


dreamed that any man in this body would so far 


| forget the courtesies of life, and the well known 
| usages of the Senate, as to make an assault in my 


absence in violation of the distinct understandine 
of the body when the subject was postponed, P 

My colleague says that he did not know that I 
was nothere. Now,I am informed that my friend 
from Texas, [Mr. Rusk,] when the morning hour 
expired, suggested, among other reasons for a 
postponement, that I was absent. There was not 
a man in the Senate who did not know that I was 


not present. There was not a man in the gallery 


who did not know that I was absent. The Sen- 


-ator from Texas told my colleague that I was 
absent and, therefore, according to the courtesies 


of the Senate, his speech should have been post- 
poned. In the face of a fact known to every man 
present, my colleague now dares to say that he 
did not know I was absent. 

Sir, I believe in fair and free discussion. What- 
ever speeches I may have to make in reference to 
my colleague or his political position, or in refer- 


_ ence to other Senators, will be made to their faces, 
'I do not wish to avoid the responsibility of a 


I hope there will be no adjourn- | 
|| May name. 


reply to the points that shallbe made. I will not 
attempt to reply to my colleague upon hearsay, 
having been absent, from the causes which I have 
stated, during the delivery of the greater portion of 
his speech. I desire, however, toask him, witha 
view to fix the time for the discussion of the subject, 
at what period of time I may reasonably look for 
his printed speech? I desire to reply to its state- 
ments, and I ask the question with a view to have 
the subject puarguent until the time which he 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I think my remarks will 
be published on Monday, though perhaps not in 


time to be read before the Senate meets on that 


day. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 


If I can rely on seeing the 


| speech published in the Globe on Monday, I will 


reply to it on Tuesday; and I shall ask the Senate 
to accord to me that eeurtesy. I propose to reply 


on the next day after its publication. 


Mr. SEWARD and Mr. TRUMBULL. Take 
your own time. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Sir, I understand this game 
of taking my own time. Last year, when the 


| Nebraska bill was under consideration, the Sen- 


ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] asked of 
me the courtesy to have it postponed for a week, 


until he could examine the question. I afterwards 


discovered that, previous to that time, he had 
written an exposition of the bill—a libel upon me— 


and sent it off under his own frank; and the post- 
| ponement thus obtained by my courtesy was in 


order to take a week to circulate the libel. 


again. 
the Senate, I concluded to state at once my views || 


' been a Democrat. Sir, | 
| the Democracy of Illinois. 


| 


that it has been the practice of the presiding || mitted, a very brief discussion arose, in the course i} 


I do 
not choose to take my own time in that way 
I wish to meet these misrepresentations 
at the threshold. If lam right, give me an oppor- 
tunity to show it. If my colleague is right, I 
desire to give him the fullest and fairest opportu- 


|| nity to show it. 


I desire now to say a word upon another point. 
I understand that my colleague has told the Sen- 
ate, as being a matter very material to this issue, 
that he comes here as a Democrat, having always 
Sir, that fact will be news to 
I undertake to assert 
there is not a Democrat in Illinois who will not 
say that such a statement is a libel upon the De- 
mocracy of that State. I undertake to say that 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. [all the gentleman to 
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order. I really think this debate is transce nding | 
all the rules of ‘decorum which have been usu: lly 
observed in the Senate. The Senator has charged 
another Senator on this floor with a libel, or has 
said, that if he stated himself to be a Democrat 
it was a libel on the State of Illinois. I submit 
that we cannot proceed with that decorum and 
with that respect for each other, and that respect 
which we are entitled to receive from the public, 
if these statements are to be made here, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will keep myself within 
the rules; but I should have been better satisfied 
if the Senator from Kentucky, when the Black 
. publicans were denouncing us in coarse terms 

» other day, had arrested them for a want of 
ps sy towards the friends of the Constitution. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I donot know to what 
the gentleman alludes. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I allude to the most vulgar 
and coarse of all partisan assaults ever made on 
the Democratic side of the House by a Senator 
on the other side some days since. But when, 
inrepelling the assaults of my colleague, I merely 
state that his pretensions here would be deem d 
alibel on them by the Democracy of Illinois, I 
am called to order. If the Senator from Ken- 
tucky had called others to order, I should have 
been better were: ‘fied; but I will yield to any point 
of courtesy which the Senator may desire to en- 
fore e, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Sir, 1t was no more 
my business than that of others to have called to 
order any gentleman who mi ty have previously 
violated the decorum of the Senate. Ido it now 
with reluctance, exceeding reluctance, because 
of the repeated instances in the 
gentleman, as I understand it, where personal 
language is used. I am sure the gentleman has 
experience enough in this body to coneur with 
me—whatever his passion may have prompt d, 
or whatever provocation he may have received— 
that such language does not become debate in 
the Senate, nor is it authorized by its rules. 

The gentleman can find no cause to complain 
— me that I have not called everybody to 
order. The gentleman is a distinguished Senator, 

and e) xample s proceeding from him of a violation 
of the rules of orde ‘rare therefore taken notice of, 
more thanif they came from others. Our conse- 
quence in the e ye s of the public, our consideration 
with the people, will I think be the more increased 
the more we preserve in our debates the proper 
decorum of this body. 


speech of the 


We are not here for the purpose of personal 
encounter or personal vituperation, Questions 
of a personal character may be settled elsewhere. 
The floor of the Senate is not the place to settle 
them. I think we should vindicate the general 
character of the body. 

This isa matter on which I cannot be misun- 
dk rstood; I cannot be understood in any way but 
that my sole and entire object is to vindicate the 
order and the dignity of this body. Itis with 
that view, and that only, that I have ventured to 

recall the honorable ge ntleman toasense of what 
l consider the proper spirit in which debate should 
be conducted in this body. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
to know i, every word which | have uttered was 
not within the rules of order as sanctioned by the 
Senator from Kentucky, and every other Senator 
daily? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If the gentleman ap- 
peals to me, I willsay that if I have vislated, or 
shall hereaff*r violate-——— 

Mr. DOUGLAS That is not the point which 
lam making. My point is, that the remark to 
which the Senator takes exc eption was, that the 
political character of my colleague, if such as he 
stated it to be, would be deemed by the linois 
Democ racy alibelonthem. That was all. Iwas 
speaking of a political event—an event of which 
Jam bet stter capable of judging than the Senator 
from Ke ntucky. I do not regard him as good 
ae ou the character of the Illinois Democ- 

racy. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, 
a richt, I presume, to call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. ‘DOU GLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And he has no right 
to deprive me of that privilege by continuing a 
debate with me. I say that when ‘he asserts that 
a Senator on this floor, by proclaiming himself a 
Democrat, commits a libel on the Democracy of 


I now appeal to the Senate 


I have | 





| Witineis, he uses language which seems to me un- 
suited to this body. He said, also, that another 
Senator—and I do not know to whom orto what 
he alluded—had obtained the postponement of a 
subject for a week, and did it for the purpose of 
circulating in the mean time a libel against him. 
I said that was not laneuage fit for this body. I 
say so still. I hi ive a right to have the decision 
of the Chair on the point, and I demand it. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Very well; let it be made. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have made the point. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I only ask that I shall have 


a chance to reply to the imputation of my col- 
leacue 
The Se ee 
nois will ta 
is decided. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I shall not allow the 
Senator to deprive me of my right. I have made 
a proper parliamentary que stion of order. 

Mr. DOU GLAS. I only ask that the 
rule shall be applied to others. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, (to Mr. Dovetas.) You 
may apply to others the same rule. If 
do it, it is not your fault. 

The PRESIDENT. The understood 
the Senator from Itlinois as apply is his remark 
Mlinois ally State of 





The Senator from TI 
e his seat until on que stion of a . 


same 


I do not 
7? ° 
nar 


to the State or pe opl » of the 
llinois : or a portion of those pe sople ,and not per- 
sonall ly » the Se nator, his ¢ olle ‘acue, 

Mr. DOUGLAS . That was it. 

The PRESIDENT. It is not for the Chair to 
undertake to limit the import of language that 
may be employed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. He said that it was a 
libel upon the Democrac y of Illinois, if he called 
himselfa Democrat. If [ understand it, that charge 


implics falsehood on a member of this body. 


The PRESIDENT. If that be the inference, 
the Senator was clearly out of order; but the Chair 
does not feel authorized to draw any such infer- 
ence. : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Kentucky 
is laboring under a misapprehension as to what I 
said. J will repeat it to him, because I know he 
would not wish to misrepresent me. What I 
stated was, that the fact that my colleague wasa 
Democrat would*be news to the Democracy of 
Illinois: and that his claims to be a Democrat, 
while professing the sentiments he has here ex- 
pressed, and affiliating with Know Nothings and 
Abolitionists, would be deemed by the Democ- 
racy of that State a libel on their politie al char- 
acter. That was thesentiment e xpresse -d by me 
ce tainly it was the idea which I intended to con- 
vey. I should have finished what I had to say 
long ago, if I had not been interrupted. I will 
proceed now with the remarks which 1 was 
making. 

I understand that my colleague has claimed 
that he is a Democrat, and has said that he has 
never belonged to any other organization. | 
suppose that it is as pertinent to the subject under 
discussion for me to reply to that suggestion, as 
it was for him to adduce it as an argument. I 
repeat, that statement will be news to the Dem- 
ocracy of Illinois. When he was elected, he 


received every abolition vote in the Legislature of 


Illinois. He received every Know Nothing vote 
in the Legislature of Illinois. So far as Lam ad- 
vised and believe, he received no vote except 
from persons allied to Abolitionism or Know 
Nothingism. He came here as the Know Noth- 
ing-Abolition candidate, in opposition to the 
united Democracy of his State, and te the Demo- 
cratic candidate. How can a man who was 
‘lected as an Abolition-Know-Nothing, come 
here and claim to be a Democrat, in good stand- 
ing with the Democracy of Illinois? It was to 
that fact that I alluded. Sir, the Illinois Democ- 
racy have no sympathies or alliances with Aboli- 
tionism in any of its forms. They have ro con- 
nection with Know Nothingism in any of its forms. 
If a man has ever been a Democrat and becomes 
eitheran Abolitionist or Know Nothing, ora Free- 
Soiler, he ceases that instant to be a Democrat in 
Illinois. You mightas well say that Omer Pacha 
was a Christian after he became a Turk and em- 
braced the Mohammedan faith, as to say that an 
Abolition-Know-Nothing can be a Democrat in 
the State of Illionis. For this reason I conveyed 
the idea that if aman who, during the last regular 
election, had canvassed a large portion of the 
| State against every Democratic nominee, and in 
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favor of every Know Nothing and Abolition can- 
didate, could claim now in the Senate of the United 
States to be a Democrat, the Democracy of that 
State would consider it a libel on their political 
character. This is the idea which I intended to 
conve y- 

Sir, why was the statement of my colleague 
being a Democrat made, unless to convey the idea 
that the Illinois Democracy would harbor and as- 
sociate with a Know Nothing er an Abolitionist? 
Sir, we do no such thing in lilinois. There isa 
high wall and a deep ditch between the national 
Democracy of that State, including the old national 
Whigs, on the one side, and all Know Nothing 
and Abolition organizations on the other. I can 
say to Senators that Know Nothingism and Abo- 
litionism in Hlinois are and the same thing. 
Every Know Nothing lodge there adopted the 
Abolition creed, and eve ry abolition society sup- 
ported the Know Nothing candidates. It may 
be different in the South; but in the Northwest, 
and especially in oe a Know Nothing or an 
Abolitionist means a Black Re publican. My col- 
league 1s the head and — of Black Re public an- 
ism in Illinois in opposition to Democracy. You 
might as well ce all the distinguished Senator from 
New York, . Sewarp,} or the member from 
Massachusetts; (Air. Susman, ler aupalnerteie 
of the Black Republican forces, a Democrat, as to 
call my colleague a Democrat. Why has that 
assertion been brought into this debate? Did it 
prove that my report was wrong? Did it prove 
that it was courteous to make an assault on that 
report In my 

Sir, lam not now making these statements to 
my colleague for the first time. Last summer, in 
the presence of thousands of our constituents, at 
the town of Salem, I made the same statements. 
I replied to him then as I reply to him now, and 
no mortal man contradicted the truth of what I 
said. Every man present knew my remarks to 
be true, and my colleague did not question them. 
Thousands of witnesses were present to affirm 
their truth if they had been questioned. On that 
occasion he made another assertion, which I 
understand he has repeated to-day: that, in ex- 
pressing the Black Republican sentiments which 
he has advanced, he spoke the sentiments of the 
people of the State of Illinois. In reply to that 
remark, on that occasion, I told my colleague that, 
if he made the issue whether he or I truly repre- 
sented the people of Illinois, I was ready for the 
issue. I said that, differing as we did, both of 
us had no right to be here as colleagues together, 
for one or the other grossly misre presented the 
people of the State. In order to ascertain which 
represented them truly, and which untruly, I then 
proposed to him that we should sign a joint resig- 
nation and submit it to the people, and if I did 
not beat him with his Know Nothingism, Abo- 
litionism, and all other isms, by a majority of 
twenty thousand votes, he should take the seat 
without the trouble of a contest. I have received 
no response to that proposition. I then told him 
either to accept it or never again dare to intimate 
that I did not represent the people of Illinois truly. 
Yet Iam told that, with a consciousness of repre- 
senting a meager majority of miserable Abolition- 
ists and Know Nothings, with all the national 
men of both the old parties against him, he has 

said here to-day that he represents the people of 
linois, and that I do not. 

It was to these positions that I desired to reply 
I should have been glad to be spared the necessity 
of replying to them. I wish to conduct this de- 
bate with courtesy and kindness. I feel the 
necessity of not allowing myself to participate in 
discussion further than is absolute ly necessary ; 
but it is my duty to myst If, to my State, to those 
rreat constitutional principles which I advee ate, 
that I should place these matters right, pre lim- 
inary to the discussion of the merits of the report 
which has been assailed. 

I shall not occupy the time of the Senate longer 
to-day, as the hour is late; but I give notice 
that on the next oceasion when the subject 
comes before the Senate—whether on this motion 
or on the bills which will be reported by the 
Committee on Territories—I may deem it my 
duty, if my health permit, to take the floor for 
the purpose of replying to the argument of my 
colleague, in which | understand he has attempte vd 
to overthrow some of the positions containe ed in 
the report which it became my duty to submit 


one 
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wo \ ( I ask that th subject be post- 
poned until Du sday, a 


ny colk apue 8 Specein 


will published before Monday. 

Vr. WELLER. I hope the motion befor 
i | ‘ 1 } L- 
thie \ mot i postponed, | LHiink We 
anil t vo on Liat to-day. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Lam willing that the vote 
should be taken at once, and I will speak on the 
ball to be present d by the committee. 

Mr. BROWN, Let us have the documents 
printed and do the speaking afterwards. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, no man 
in the Senate expected less than I did, twenty min- 
ro, that I should be involved in any possible 
way in this debate. When I called the Senator 
from Illinois to order, I did itr ally rather as an ap- 


peal to him than as an appr alto you, sir. ithought 
he was engaged in an excited and a passionate 
course of argument, and was transgressing that 
decorum which | had every reason to believe he, 
as much as any one, desired should always be 
observed in this body. If, afterwards, owing to 
the manner ta which he received this appeal on 
my part, any excitement was exhibited by me, 
Lor eret it. 

But, sir, the gentleman—in a connection which 
secms to give a pot, if nota personality, to the 
remark—has been pleased to speak, not only of 
the democracy and abolitionism of his colleazue, 
(questions which 1 leave entirely to them, and 
with which [ have no affinity or connection,) but 
of what he willallow me to call by another name 
than that which he used, the American party, as 
a ‘* miserable’’ set, leawtued with his colleague 
and such others as supported his colleague in his 
ele elion. 

Now, sir, I presume the gentleman under- 
stands—1f he does not, | wish him to understand— 
that | concur with, and coéperate in, and am a 
member of the American party. In the connec- 
uon in which the gentleman has been pleased to 
speak of it, | cannot fail to think there was some 
purpose of a personal application in those re- 
proaches and | BSI ta which it has pleased 
him, in the heroism of his eloquence, to direct 
agaist that party. IT wish him to undersiand, 
standing here as a gentleman and as a Senator of 
absolute independence, claiming for his opinions 
all that respect which is due to the honest opin- 
ions of a freeman of this country, | repel every 
denunciation of that sort, so far as it was aimed 
at, or was intended toembrace me, or those with 
whom [am associated. I repel it with scorn— 
utter scorn. 

Mr. WELLER, If the Senator will allow me, 
1 will say that the Senator from Ilinois was un- 
derstood on this side of the Chamber to apply the 
terms which he employed toa party known as 
the Know Nothings in the State of Illinois; and 
therefore, Ldo not perceive how the Senator from 
Kentucky could have supposed that they applied 
to him. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator from Ken- 
tucky desires to know what I distinctly said, I 
willtell him. I said that in Hlinois—it might be 
otherwise in the South—Abolitionism and Know 
Nothingism were one andthe same thing. I said 
(hatin [llinois every abolition society supported 


the Know Nothing candidates, and every Know 
Noting lodge adopted the abolition creed, and 
those were the ** miserable’? factions by which 
my colleague was brought into power here. It 
was far, very far, from my intention to suppose 
thatthe Senatorfrom Kentucky would ever dream 

ii he came within that category. I know he 
must Lave misunderstood me, or he would never 
have tnade that appheation to himself. 

‘ie. CRITTENDEN, I shall proceed no 
further with the remarks I was making. I can 
inform the gentleman that when he made the 
mont to which I alluded, he did not 
add all che qualificauens which he has now af- 
fined tout. He may be assured that he did not 
make the qualifications which he now does. To 
be sure, he spoke of the Know Nothings in Illi- 
hols, but he amputed to them there that they had 
adopted the entire abolition creed; and he did not 
then make any distinction between the American 
party of the North or of the South. He did say 
that Key hadal! become Abolitionists. He knows, 
lf am sure, that | do not belong to any such or- 

wezation. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Kentucky 
will find that every Senator here understood me 


oriminal sta 
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as making that distinction perfectly. I did not 
SPs ak, one way or the other, of the character of 
math rm Kane \ Nothings. Lh ave southern g¢ ii- 


tlemen to speak of them. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall not permit such 
remarks as have becn made by my colleague to 
go unreplied to. I shall suff r no man, here or 
elsewhere, to state things in reference to me 
which, if meant to apply to me, are absolutely, 
totally untrue. 

in the first place, as to my knowledge of the 
rentleman’s absence. He has alluded to a remark 
made by the Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] 
which, he says, notified me of his absence. That 
remark was made after I had been speaking for 
some time, and I replied to the Senator from 
Texas that I did not know whether the gentleman 
was presentor not, Itwas not when I commenced 
speaking that the Senator from Texas interrupted 
me, but some time afterwards. So much for that 
point. 

Sir, I have been sent here by the State of Ili- 
nois; and the people of that State are not Aboli- 
tionists, and the Senator knows it. The only 
Abolitionists there, if we have any, reside some- 


where about his own locality. In my part of the | 
I am not to be driven into | 


State we have none. 
the defense of either Abolitionism or Know 
Nothingism. I have nothing to do with them. 
If the gentleman means to say that I am, or ever 


was, a Know Nothing, or ever was, or now an, | 
connected with any secret political organization— 


if that is his charge, it is basely—I will not violate 
the rules of the Senate, but | will say that it is 
untrue. I never was affiliated with them. When 
the gentleman says the Know Nothings and 
Abolitionists are one, be it so; he lives among 
them. I know not what a Know Nothing lodge 
ever did, and how he knows is more than I can 
tell. His means of information, assuredly, are 
greater than mine. 

My colleague has alluded to the Democracy of 
Hlinois. Sir, Hlinois is, and always has been, a 
Democratic State. In 1840, when a political hur- 
ricane swept over the country, and Democracy 


| was prostrated in all the States of the Union ex- 
/ cept seven, Llinois was one of ehe seven Demo- 


cratic stars which survived that hurricane. As 
to what Democracy in Illinois is, is a matter of 
opinion between the gentleman and myself. He 
regards himself and those who act with him as 
the pure Democracy. Well, sir, it is very nat- 
ural for men to have a comfortable opinion of 
themselves. He is permitted to enjoy his belief. 
I do not agree with him. 

He has said that it will be news in Illinois that 
Tama Democrat. Sir, I live in the eighth con- 
cressional district of Hlinois. After the Nebraska 
bill was passed, meetings were gotten up in Ili- 
nois denouncing as no Democrats men who did 
not indorse the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise, which has led to all this strife and all this 
agitation. 


for office, who did not indorse the Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill. I became a candidate for Congress 


in the eighth district—a district which, at the | 


presidential election, gave General Pierce four 
thousand six hundred or four thousand seven 
hundred majority for President. I's that any evi- 
dence of Democracy? In that district, as the anti- 


Nebraska candidate for Congress, I received a | 


majority of more than two thousand six hundred 
votes. Sir, almost everybody in that district is 
a Democrat. General Pierce there received nearly 
five thousand majority, and I obtained two thou- 
sand six hundred; and yet the Senator says it will 


be news to Lilinois to learn that lam a Democrat! || 


He says further that he met me at Salem, and 
made a propositton for a joint resignation, which 
was not answered. He did not stay to hear it 
answered, It was very convenient for him to be 
absent. He made a speech, and cut immediately 
for his tavern without staying to hear me. He 


spoke until nearly the going down of the sun, 


when the people were wearied out. I replied to 
him after night; but I had not the satisfaction of 
seeing the gentleman’s face. He left the stand 
immediately after he got through. What was 
his proposition? He tells us to-day what it was; 
but at that time it wassomewhat different. The 
proposition was that he and I should sign a joint 
resignation. Was not that cool? angnict-| 


‘If we should resign, his particular friend, Joe 


: | 
It was resolved in these meetings that 
no man was a Democrat, or should be supported | 


\| I know not. 
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A. Matteson, the Governor of Iinois, wi 
doubt give him a commission to come back at 
onee, and another friend of his would come wit) 
him. Ifthe gentleman wanted an expression of 
the people of illinois, he had had it. What did 
the people of Illinois decide in 1854? Was yo: 
the State then agitated upon this question ? Did 
they not elect members of Congress by majorities 
of thousands opposed to this measure which he 
makes the testof Democracy? ‘These are matters 
of record. 

The gentleman says that his proposition was 
that we should sign a joint resignation and 20 
before the people. That is as absurd as go; 


uld no 


wha hit 
other propositions that have been made. Do th, 
people elect a Senator? Suppose they should ai 


vote for the gentleman or mysclf, would that ey 
title him or me to a seat here? I have supposed 
that it was the duty of the Legislature to elect 
the Senators. We shall have no Legislature jp 
Illinois until next year. How, then, could we go 
before the people? Sir, it is one of that sort of 
yropositions which will do to talk akout. Itisq 
old clap-trap declamation, and nothing else, 

I did not charge that my colleague was misrep- 
resenting Illinois. Isaid nothing about him, but 
spoke my own views of the sentiments of the 
people of the State. I referred to the word “ ab. 
olitionize,’? which occurs in his report. I never 
spoke of the Senator’s misrepresenting the State 
—far from it. I trust that the decorum of debate, 
that my sense of propriety—whatever might be 
my own individual opinion—would prevent me 
from making such a statement as to my colleague, 
Sir, fam not his teacher or instructor, nor have 
L any right to say whether he misrepresents I]li- 
nois any more than he has to say that I misrep- 
resent her. Ourcommon constituency will judge 
of us both. With them I am willing to leave it, 
I speak for myself alone. 

The gentleman said that every Abolitionist in 
the Legislature and- every Know Nothing voted 
forme. I do not know hew to find out theso 
Know Nothings. If the gentleman would give 
me a list of them, and would then look over the 
names of those who voted for and against me, I 
think he would find a very different state of facts. 
I really do not know who the Know Nothings 
in the fdatire were, but | know this—that if 
an Abolitionist is one who does not indorse the 
Kansas and Nebraska bill, I did not get the votes 
of all those entertaining such views. There were 
members of the Illinois Legislature who did not 
vote for me, who voted to instruct the gentleman 


'to favor the restoration of the Missouri com- 


promise. I have the journals of the Legislature 
with me, and could read from them, if necessary, 
to show that not only members of the Illinois 
Legislature who supported resolutions to instruct 


|| my colleague to vote for the restoration of the 
| Missouri compromise did not vote for me, but 


that members who went much further, and even 
were in favor of the repeal of the fugitive slave 
law, did not vote for me. Then, what becomes 
of the charge that every Kuow Nothing and 
Abolitionist in the Legislature voted for me? The 
Senator had better look over the journals. He 
had better examine and inform himself before he 


comes here with these wholesale declarations. I 


will bring the journals into the Senate if the 


| charge is repeated, and show, by the votes of the 
| members of the Legislature on resolutions before 


that body, that many of them who supported a 
resolution declaring that the Senator deserved 
the reprehension of the House for disturbing the 
Missouri compromise, declined to vote for me. 
I have never proposed the restoration of the Mis- 
sourl compromise, and do not design doing so, 
though I should vote for it with pleasure, if of- 
fered by others, and should be glad to see the 
question settled by its reinstatement. 

{ have thought it necessary to say thus much 
to repel these onslaughts and statements in regard 
to those who supported me. How does the gen- 


| tleman know who was a Know Nothing? I do 


not know. Does he mean that men in the Illinois 
Legislature who voted to repeal or to change the 
naturalization laws are Know Nothings, and that 
I gotall their votes? If that is what is meant, it 
is not true. 

Now, let me say that I know nothing of the 
interior arrangements of the Know Nothings. 
That they voted for me may or may not be true. 
In my part of the State there are 
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